HARRIET JACOBS

Early Years

· Harriet Ann Jacobs was born at Edenton, North Carolina, in 1813 to Delilah, the daughter of Molly Horniblow (Aunt Martha), the slave of Margaret Horniblow, and to Daniel Jacobs, a carpenter, the slave of Dr. Andrew Knox.

· When she was only six years old, Jacobs’ mother died, and Jacobs was taken into the household of her mistress, Margaret Horniblow, who taught her to read, spell, and sew. 

· When she was 12, Margaret Horniblow died and willed Harriet to her five-year-old niece, Mary Matilda Norcom (Miss Emily). As a result, Harriet and her brother, John S. Jacobs (William) moved into the household of Dr. James Norcom (Dr. Flint). 

· Shortly after Jacobs’ arrival to the Norcom house, her father dies. Feeling sad and alone, Jacobs’ life is made even more unbearable by Norcom’s determination to make her his concubine. Desperate to escape Norcom, Jacobs entered into a sexual relationship with Samuel Tredwell Sawyer (Mr. Sands) at age 15, with whom she had two children: Joseph and Louisa Matilda (Ben and Ellen).

- Undaunted, Norcom continued to pursue Jacobs. When she repeatedly rejected his advances, he sends her to work on a plantation several miles from Edenton. Secure in the knowledge that her children are safe with her grandmother, Jacobs adjusts to plantation life, but when she learns that Norcom plans to send her children to the plantation, she runs away, hiding out at the homes of friends, both black and white. Thinking she has escaped, Norcom sells Jacobs’ children and brother to a slave trader, unaware that he is acting on behalf of Sawyer, who allows them to return to Jacobs’ grandmother’s house. Determined to be near her children, Jacobs spends seven years hiding in her grandmother’s attic, where she passes the time sewing and reading the Bible.

After the Escape

- Between 1838 and 1842, three events occurred that convinced Jacobs to escape. Sawyer took Louisa Matilda to Washington, D.C., to live with him and his new wife, Lavinia Peyton, and then sends her to his cousins in Brooklyn, New York. Jacobs’ brother John ran away from Sawyer, his master. Aunt Betty (Aunt Nancy) died, plunging her grandmother into near-inconsolable grief at the loss of her daughter. 

- Following her escape, Jacobs spent several years as a fugitive slave, alternately living in Boston and New York and supporting her children by working as a seamstress.

- In 1849, Jacobs moved to Rochester, New York, where she helped her brother run an antislavery reading room, office, and bookstore in the same building that also housed the offices of Frederick Douglass’ newspaper, The North Star. In Yellin’s “Introduction” to her 1987 edition of Incidents, she notes that “the breadth of the references to literature and current events in Incidents suggests that during her eighteen months in Rochester [Jacobs] read her way through the abolitionists’ library of books and papers” which included “the latest and best works on slavery and other moral questions.” During this time, Jacobs also began working with a group of antislavery feminists, which led to her meeting with the abolitionist Amy Post. Post became one of her closest friends and encouraged her to publish her story, despite her understandable reluctance to reveal her painful private life to the public.

HARRIET JACOBS’ INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL

- She masked herself under the name of Linda Brent because of the incidents she mentioned.

- Her narrative is a mixture of confession, self-justification, autobiography and sentimental romance.

Authenticating techniques:

· Cover page – handwritten

· 2 dedications: northerners (moral degradation, horrors of slavery); Bible (careless women -> Christian women.

· 2 intended audiences

· 1st preface: 
- a tale of truth

- direct address to readers-> women of the north

- modesty – subject position

- abolitionist purpose

- slavery= pit of abomination

· 2nd preface:
- Known person

- veracity

- process of manuscript edition -> no substantial changes

- good writer -> 3 reasons

· 3rd short appendix:

- Amy Post: abolitionist figure, baptism of suffering, her spirit->naturally virtuous and refined

· Identity formation: city slaves, incredulity

· Claim on humanity – no chattel vs. master’s animality

· Claim on personality – no animal

· Claim on morality – pure principles

· Claim on womanhood

· Happy childhood: unusually fortunate circumstances; protected by grandmother – remarkable almost free father; nuclear family; kind mistress, like a mother -> her death-> hopes to be free (I)

· Dr Flint and Mrs Flint’s “new home” – cold looks: Father’s death; heart rebelled aginst God; grandmother’s freedom.

· Mrs Flint: deficient of energy, strong nerves, cruelty, hypocritical Christian

· Dr Flint- epicure

· Benjamin: escape-> capture, white face

· Mistress’ jealousy – Trials of youth and beauty (V)

Double Oppression – racial and sexual:

· How they are oppressed more because of both gender and race

· Double negation, the other of the other

· Purpose: use  a self-image to create a collective self (II)

· Create a sympathy on northerner white women; comparing stuation of slave women and white women

· Children: fair/slave child (V)

· To forgive their being sexually active -> they are obliged to

· Create a link on the condition of tohers (IV)

· Separation between nmrothern and southern women

· Establish a difference between both races:

· Not to be judged by the same standards (X)

· No legal recourse

· Their daughters-> suffer the same abuse

· Crimes: 

· To consider herself a human being

· To cinsider herself proud and principled despite having committed the wors crime -> loss of virginity; daring to choose a sexual partner -> white man out of wedlock

· How to make Northern white women identify with her?

· To make them see differences

· To be judged by other standards

· To claim womanhood in different terms

· To reclaim her body and control over her boyd/reproduction

