PHILLIS WHEATLEY

· Born in Africa, probably in present Senegal or Gambia

· Taken to Boston when she was seven and bought by John Wheatley, a wealthy tailor as company for his wife Susannah.

· She was treated kindly by this Cjrsiotian couple and taught to read and write, sje read Latin writers, the Bible and some English poets, among whom Milton, Pope and Gray, who would influence her work.

· Her first poem was published in 1770 on the death of the Reverend George Whitefield, an important itinerant preacher and became famous.

· She went to London for health reasons and there she met very distinguished persons, but she had to return to Boston when Susannah was about to die.

· She was freed after the Wheatley’s death and married John Peters, a freedman. He seemed to be aspokesman for Negro rights and he was imprisoned for debt in 1784.

· Phillis died alone together with her third child.

Work:

· Her work was praised highly during her life, in both England and America, where George Washington received her 1775.

· She, more than anybody else, represented the triumph of human will over circumstances, especially in an age where few white women were educated and slave’s education was considered a crime in many states.

· She published her first volume of poems Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral in 1773 when she was nineteen years old.

· Until the 1830s her poetry was forgotten but abolitionists reprinted it.

· Main features of her poetry:

· Conventional taste

· Influences: Milton, Pope and Gray

· Expression of popular sentiments of her age: poetic taste, religious feeling and national identity

· First Afro-american writer of importance and acknowledged during her life.

