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T�e Gree�� Tra�e in E��rema��ra
6�� -��� cen��ries �.�.

In�ro��c�ion

In ��e las� years, as par� of a se� of researc� projec�s foc�se� 
on ��e Iron Age of E��rema��ra1, we �ave been wor��ing in 
��e s���y of Gree�� po��ery fo�n� in ��is �erri�ory. T�e res�l� is 
a cri�ical corpus p�blis�e� in la�e 200� as par� of ��e Roman 
Ar� Na�ional M�se�m of Méri�a series2. Af�er ��e release of 
��is vol�me, some in�eres�ing �evelopmen�s �ave emerge� 
in ��is �opic. Along wi�� some new i�eas an� �a�a ga��ere� 
in ��e arc�aeological ac�ivi�ies con��c�e� in nearby regions, 
��ey �ave enco�rage� �s �o elabora�e ��is �p�a�e� s�mmary 
an� bring i� forwar� in ��is �ongress.
Researc� wor�� on Gree�� impor�s is no� new in Spanis� ar-
chaeology, as the first catalogues were produced in the 
Secon� Spanis� Rep�blic perio�3. Since ��ese early generic 
corpora, ��e available �a�a an� syn��eses �ave so e�ponen-

tially grown, that the difficulty of completing a comprehensive 
consoli�a�ion of ��e collec�ions is recognise� �o�ay. However, 
�espi�e of ��e �nq�es�ionable in�eres� of some of ��e ol�es� 
�iscoveries, s�c� as ��e famo�s lip’s c�p from Me�ellín, ��e 
n�mber of s�c� s���ies �as no� �o�c�e� ��e region of E�-
�rema��ra. For ins�ance, in ��e general ca�alog�e of Gree�� 
po��ery in Iberian Penins�la con��c�e� by G. Trías in ��e la�e 
60’s, ��ere is no� a single en�ry from E��rema��ra�, an� �wen�y 
years af�er, in ��e la�es� general s���y of penins�lar scope by 
P. Ro�illar�, only ��ree si�es are incl��e�5. A� ��e same �ime, 
��e nearby �erri�ories �ave con��c�e� regional syn��eses. 
An�al�sia, Por��gal, an� �as�ille-La Manc�a6 were crea�ing 
a cer�ain gap be�ween ��e regions in �erms of inves�iga�ion 
��a� we �ave �rie� �o solve.

+ - Ins�i���o �e Arq�eología �e Méri�a (J�n�a �e E��rema��ra – �onsorcio �e Méri�a – �SI�)
1 - Projec�s El Terri�orio Emeri�ense, 2000 años �e His�oria (1PR00A006) an� Jerarq�ía Paisaje y Terri�orio en la E��rema��ra Orien�alizan�e (2PR03�006) 

f�n�e� by ��e �onsejería �e E��cación, �iencia y Tecnología of ��e J�n�a �e E��rema��ra. T�is essay is par� of ��ese projec�s.
2 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�.
3 - García y �elli�o 1936.
� - Trías 1968.
5 - Ro�illar� 1991. For a sín�esis in englis� see S�ef�on 1982.
6 - �abrera 1997; Arr��a 199�; García H�er�as & Morales 1999.
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T�is �oes no� mean ��a� no a��en�ion �as been pai� �o ��e 
Gree�� �iscoveries in E��rema��ra. T�ere are ves�iges in 
some si�es, s�c� as Pajares (Villan�eva �e la Vera) an�, in 
par�ic�lar, �anc�o Roano (Zalamea �e la Serena), w�ic� 
�ave been ��e s�bjec� of monograp�ic essays, if only in la�er 
�a�es7, an� ��e fragmen�s fo�n� in o��er si�es li��e Me�ellín, 
�apo�e, Alcán�ara or �o�ija �ave been incl��e� in vario�s es-
says �e�ica�e� �o ��ese loca�ions. However, a general s���y 
was missing w�ic� s�o�l� incl��e, besi�es, new si�es an� 
new �a�a ��a� we �a� been re�rieving ��ro�g� ��e years. T�is 
s���y s�o�l� allow a more foc�se� approac� on ��e impor-
�ance of Me�i�erranean �ra�e in ��e Iron Age E��rema��ra, 
an� on ��e role of ��is region in ��e commercial ro��es in ��e 
“Far Wes�” of ��e Oikoumene.

T�e Si�es

T�e Iron Age si�es wi�� Gree�� po��ery in E��rema��ra almos� 
reac� ��e n�mber of �wen�y, if only ��eir �is�rib��ion is no� 
�omogeneo�s ei��er geograp�ically —��e concen�ra�ion is 
�ig�er in ��e G�a�iana Valley ��an in ��e Tag�s Valley— or in 
�erms of researc� effor�s, wi�� si�es w�ic� �ave been almos� 
comple�ely e�cava�e� —e.g. �anc�o Roano— an� o��ers 
only now first published; or in quantity and quality of the data, 
wi�� mos� evi�ence collec�e� on ��e s�rface as oppose� �o a 
few si�es w�ere more ab�n�an� samples come from arc�aeo-
logical e�cava�ions.
We �ave ran��e� ��e si�es on ��e basis of �er c�ronology, 
gro�ping ��em in ��ree �ime bloc��s an� or�ering ��em in�er-
nally, grosso modo, from Nor�� �o So��� (Figs. 3, 5, an� 7).
T�e si�es are lis�e� as follows:
1) (G�a�ajira, �a�ajoz). T�e G�a�ajira si�e m�s� �ave com-
prise� of a se��lemen� an� a necropolis —El ��co— loca�e� 
in ��eir vicini�y. In ��e �abi�a� area, a new A��ic blac�� frag-
men� was fo�n� on ��e s�rface. I� was no� incl��e� in previ-
o�s wor��8 an� m�s� be from ��e 5�� cen��ry �.�. In El ��co, 
some Gree�� origin fragmen�s �ave been collec�e�, ��e mos� 
o��s�an�ing being an A��ic �is� from ��e 6�� cen��ry �.�. an� 
several blac�� bowls an� c�ps from ��e ��� cen��ry �.�. T�is 
new fragmen� �iscovere� in ��e village closes ��e c�rono-
logical cycle of ��e arrival of impor�s �o ��e si�e ��a� we �a� 
s�ppose�.
2) Me�ellín (�a�ajoz). T�e Me�ellín si�e is a well ��now refer-
ence in ��e Iron Age of ��e G�a�iana area, an� one of ��e 
essen�ial cen�res in E��rema��ra. T�e �erro �el �as�illo 
(�as�le’s Mo�n�) �os�e� a sizable village by w�ic� a well 
��nown crema�ion necropolis was ins�alle�. T�e Gree�� po��ery 

ves�iges come mos�ly from ��e necropolis, w�ere prior �o ��e 
e�cava�ions an A��ic lip’s c�p by ��e ceramis� E�c�eiros was 
found. During the scientific works were locate a Corinthian 
aryballos —in one of ��e �ombs— an� several fragmen�s of 
blac�� c�ps (�as��lo c�ps) from ��e 5�� cen��ry �.�. More 
s�c� fragmen�s �ave emerge� in f�r��er researc� �one in ��e 
�erro �el �as�illo9.
3) �anc�o Roano (Zalamea �e la Serena, �a�ajoz). Li��e ��e 
previo�s si�e, ��is mon�men�al comple� is one of ��e main 
Pro�o�is�oric arc�aeology references in E��rema��ra. T�is 
mon�men�al cons�r�c�ion �os�e� one of ��e r�ral �ynas�ies 
��a� pop�la�e� ��is �erri�ory ��ring ��e 5�� cen��ry �.�. I� is 
included among the oldest sites due to the finding of a Nau-
cra�ian aryballos of faïence (6�� century) but finded in a context 
belonging �o ��e 5�� cen��ry �.�. T�e se� of Gree�� Po��ery from 
�anc�o Roano is �n�o�b�e�ly one of ��e grea�es� collec�ions 
of ��ese asse�s fo�n� in ��e so��� of ��e Iberian penins�la, wi�� 
more ��an �00 vases mos�ly �evo�e� �o �rin��ing, ��e mos� o��-
standing of them decorated with red figures10.
�) Pajares (Villan�eva �e la Vera, �áceres). More recen�, 
��o�g�, ��e s���ies on ��is si�e from �áceres �a� been al-
rea�y p�blis�e�, incl��ing a monograp�ic s���y on ��e Gree�� 
ceramic pieces, only a few superficial fragments of cups 
from ��e 5�� an� ��� cen��ries. Mos� of ��em were fo�n� in 
��e �abi�a� areas, spanning several �ec�ares of plains an� 
slopes, b�� some crema�ion necropolis �ave been spo��e� 
an� e�cava�e�, revealing some ric� �o�se�ol� f�rnis�ings11.
5) �as�illejo �e la Or�en (Alcán�ara, �áceres). T�is is a �ypi-
cal si�e from ��e Secon� Iron Age in ��e region i.e. a s�rong-
hold hillfort located on the meanders of river Tagus, in difficult 
access an� scarce visibili�y areas. A� ��e bo��om of ��is �illfor� 
lay a necropolis wi�� ��e same c�arac�eris�ics of ��is �is�oric 
an� c�l��ral se��ing: crema�ion �ombs in �rns accompanie� of 
�ifferen� ��in�s of f�rnis�ings, mos�ly iron weapons. In a few 
of ��ese �ombs, fragmen�s of Gree�� c�ps were fo�n� in a very 
ba� conserva�ion con�i�ion, apparen�ly from ��e 5�� cen��ry 
�.�. T�ey co�l� be pervivences in ��is con�e��12.
6) Sierra �el Aljibe (Alise�a, �áceres). T�is si�e is a eleva�e� lo-
ca�ion li��e o��er ��nown e�amples from ��e Firs� Iron Age in ��e 
Tag�s area. I� m�s� �ave been ��e �abi�a� associa�e� �o ��e �omb 
w�ere ��e famo�s Treas�re of Alise�a was fo�n� in 1920. T�e 
emergency e�cava�ions of 1995 �ave reveale� an in�err�p�e� 
occ�pa�ion from ��e 8�� cen��ry �.�. �o ��e 1s� cen��ry �.�. In 
��is seq�ence, a fragmen� of Gree�� c�p from la�e 5�� cen��ry 
was retrieved, identified as the rim of a castulo cup13.       
7) Sierra �e la M�ela (�a�ajoz). I� is ��e eleva�ion loca�e� 
on ��e G�a�iana, w�ere ��e Islamic Alcazaba an� ��e �ig� 
q�ar�ers of ��e ci�y of �a�ajoz are c�rren�ly se��le�. T�e Pro-

7 - Sánc�ez Moreno 1999; Gracia 2003.
8 - Ma�erial �n�er researc�. T�an��s �o J.M. Jerez for provi�ing ��is fragmen�.
9 - Almagro-Gorbea 1977; Almagro-Gorbea & Mar�ín �ravo 199�; ��an��s �o Dr. Almagro-Gorbea for �is con�rib��ion of some previo�sly �np�blis�e� frag-

men�s.
10 - García y �elli�o 1936.
11 - �eles�ino e�. 1999; Sánc�ez Moreno 1999.
12 - Es�eban e�. al. 1988.
13 - Ro�ríg�ez Díaz & Pavón 1999.
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�o�is�oric occ�pa�ion of ��is place, w�ic� m�s� �ave been a 
large oppidum-type village, has been confirmed by many ex-
cava�ions, if only ��e Iron Age �orizons are largely al�ere� by 
me�iaeval an� la�er b�il�ings. Fragmen�s of Gree�� po��ery 
from ��e 5�� an� ��� cen��ries �.�. �ave been collec�e�, an� 
ca�alog�e� by L. �errocal in �is s���ies1�.
8) El Turuñuelo (Mérida, Badajoz). It is an artificial mound 
wi�� a �iame�er of �0 m, loca�e� 1.5 ��m from ��e G�a�iana 
ban��, w�ic� was c�� across ��ring ��e cons�r�c�ion of an ir-
riga�ion canal for ��e Plan �a�ajoz. T�e ma�erials appeare� 
as a res�l� of ��e wor��s, now par� of ��e M�nicipal Pre�is-
�oric �ollec�ion, m�s� belong in ��e 5�� cen��ry. T�ey incl��e 
�wo fragmen�s of cas��lo c�p bases. T�eir p�ysical fea��res 
an� loca�ion allow ��em �o be associa�e� wi�� a mon�men�al 
b�il�ing li��e �anc�o Roano15.
9) El T�r�ñ�elo (G�areña, �a�ajoz).  Al��o�g� ��e arc�aeo-
logical ves�iges collec�e� on ��e s�rface are no� as evi�en�, ��is 
��m�lar forma�ion can be associa�e�, as ��e la��er case, wi�� a 
mon�men�al comple� of ��e ��in� freq�en�ly seen in ��e Mi��le 
Guadiana flow in the 5th century. Only one Greek fragment has 
been recen�ly p�blis�e� as par� of ��is si�e, a fragmen� of an 
attic red-figure cup. However, other black fragments may have 
been collec�e� in earlier perio�s16.
10) La Ma�a (�ampanario, �a�ajoz). Recen�ly p�blis�e�, 
��e Gree�� c�ps from La Ma�a, 9 fragmen�s in �o�al, s�rongly 
resemble ��e forms of ��e �anc�o Roano �ypological �able. 
However, ��e way ��is si�e was aban�one� m�s� �ave been 
very �ifferen�, �ence ��e rela�ive scarci�y an� fragmen�ary 
nature. The final display of results equally confirms the post-
orien�alizing mon�men�al na��re of ��e si�e, w�ic� can be 
identified as an aristocratic residence in a rural area17.
11) �as�ro �e la ��rra (Tr�jillo, �áceres). T�is si�e comes 
first on the list of Late Iron Age sites to provide Greek ce-
ramic fragmen�s. I� is a �ypical �illfor� on a river ban��, s�r-
ro�n�e� by a s�rong wall ma�e of sla�e s�one. Al��o�g� i� �as 
never been s�rveye� by arc�eologis�s, a fragmen� of Gree�� 
red-figure cup from the 4th century is kept in the Museum of 
�áceres18.
12) Villasviejas �el Tam�ja (�o�ija, �áceres). T�e �illfor� of 
Villasviejas is one of ��e bes� ��nown Pre-Roman si�es in ��e 
province of �áceres, w�ic� �as �n�ergone sys�ema�ic ar-
c�aeological e�cava�ions ��ring ��e 70’s an� 80’s in ��e 20�� 
cen��ry. I� fea��res �wo s�rong�ol�s s�rro�n�e� by a moa� 
��a� e�cee�s ��e �s�al e��ension in villages of ��is perio�. 

Gree�� fragmen�s �ave been fo�n� in vario�s areas of ��ese 
si�es, from ��e ��� cen��ry �.�. on, �s�ally in la�er s�ra�a19. 
T�e si�e remaine� pop�la�e� �n�il ��e Roman perio�.
13) El Pico (Lobón, �a�ajoz). �elow ��e village of Lobón an� 
��e area ��nown as “E��rema��ra’s �alcony”, lies an arc�aeo-
logical si�e wi�� impor�an� Iron Age se��lemen�. Evi�ence of 
��is are ��e large amo�n� of ma�erial collec�e� ��ring lan�-
sli�es ��a� �appene� in ��e 90’s, now sca��ere� among vari-
o�s p�blic an� priva�e collec�ions. T�ese incl��e �wo frag-
ments of 4th century Greek vases: a red-figure cup and the 
only sample of peli��e collec�e� in E��rema��ra20. 
1�) El ��arro (Lobón, �a�ajoz). I� is a se��lemen� on a plain 
only a few me�res of ��e G�a�iana ban��, w�ere a fragmen� 
of blac�� A��ic s��yp�os from ��e ��� cen��ry �.�. was fo�n�. 
O��er ma�erials belong �o earlier se��lemen�s. Per�aps ��is 
si�e is a necropolis21.
15) �ogoll��o (Navalvillar �e Pela, �a�ajoz). T�e m�nicipal-
i�y of Lacim�rga was fo�n�e� in ��e Roman perio� above ��is 
poin�, loca�e� be�ween ��e co�ncil �is�ric�s of Navalvillar �e 
Pela an� P�ebla �e Alcocer. On ��e G�a�iana ban��, a� ��e 
�op of a �ill, i� m�s� �ave playe� a cen�ral s�ra�egic role in ��e 
�erri�ory, of similar impor�ance �o Me�ellín or ��e �erro �e la 
M�ela in �a�ajoz. T�e ma�erials fo�n� a� some necropolis 
in ��e lower par� of ��is �ill are now s�bjec� �o �amage from 
the fluctuation of water in the La Serena reservoir. During yet 
�np�blis�e� e�cava�ions in ��is lowlan� in 1992, a fragmen�  
of a red-figure cup from the 4th century, (belonging to the 
Vienna -116 gro�p) was fo�n�22.
16) �erro �e la �arca (Herrera �el D�q�e, �a�ajoz). T�is 
si�e, loca�e� in ��e in�ersec�ion of ��e G�a�iana an� G�a�a-
lupejo rivers, is a typical fortified habitat from the Late Iron 
Age. On ��e s�rface, as a res�l� of ��e was�ing of ��e García 
Sola reservoir wa�ers, a grea� �eal of ma�erial from ��is pe-
rio� �ave been collec�e�, incl��ing a blac�� fragmen� from ��e 
��� cen��ry �.�23.
17) Jar�al (Herrera �el D�q�e, �a�ajoz). T�e arc�aeological 
comple� of El Jar�al consis�s of a �abi�a� �opping a small �ill 
(name� ��e �as�ro �e la D�q�esa) an� a crema�ion necropo-
lis a� ��e bo��om, par�ially e�cava�e� an� previo�sly al�ere� 
by illegal s�rveying2�. T�is area falls wi��in ��e bo��om of ��e 
García-Sola reservoir, an� ��e village emerges li��e an islan� 
above ��e wa�er level. T�e ma�erials from ��e spoils were re-
covere� for ��e �a�ajoz Provincial M�se�m of Arc�aeology, 
w�ic� incl��e an A��ic blac�� bowl, wi�� s�ampe� �ecora�ion, 

1� - �errocal 199�.
15 - Jiménez Ávila & Domíng�ez �e la �onc�a 1995; Jiménez Ávila 1997.
16 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�.
17 - Ro�ríg�ez Díaz (e�.) 200�.
18 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�.
19 - Hernán�ez e� al. 1988; o��ers �np�blis�e� before o�r s���ies - we very m�c� apprecia�e Dª M. Ongil’s ��in� con�rib��ion.
20 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�; ��an��s �o J.M. Jerez for con�rib��ing wi�� informa�ion on ��is ma�erial.
21 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�.
22 - We apprecia�e Dr. A. Ag�ilar’s con�rib��ion of ��is piece for s���y.
23 - Personal comm�nica�ion of Dr. D. Vaq�erizo, w�om we ��an�� for ��is informa�ion. For ��e si�e: Vaq�erizo 1990.
2� - Jiménez Ávila 2001; 2003.
25 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�.
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from ��e ��� cen��ry �.�25.
18) �as�rejón �e �apo�e (Hig�era la Real, �a�ajoz). �apo�e 
is one of ��e bes� ��nown an� mos� e��ensively e�cava�e� 
E��rema��ran Iron Age �illfor�s. I�s loca�ion in ��e crossing 
of ��e Ar�ila an� Sillo rivers mar��s ��e nor��ern bo�n�ary of 
An�al�sia. T�is is par� of ��e �erri�ory of ��e �el�s, a Pre-Ro-
man e��nici�y men�ione� in ��e �lassical so�rces. T�e e�-
cava�ions in ��is village �ave pro��ce� several fragmen�s of 
Gree�� po��ery, in ��eir majori�y alrea�y p�blis�e�, all from ��e 
��� cen��ry �.�26.

P�ases Of T�e Gree�� Tra�e

 1. T�e Arc�aic P�ase (6�� cen��ry)

T�e earlies� evi�ence of �ra�ing in pro��c�s from Greece in 
E��rema��ra occ�rs in ��e mi�-6�� cen��ry, in parallel wi�� 
w�ic� is calle� Arc�aic Perio� in �erms of Gree�� arc�aeology. 
T�e arc�aeological evi�ence from ��is perio� is e��remely 
scarce, as e�pec�e� in s�c� an early s�age an�, as in almos� 
every Iberian si�e, especially in ��e inlan� ones. Only a few 
si�es, s�c� as ��e Gree�� ci�y of Amp�rias or ��e H�elva em-
pori�m, �ave provi�e� a consi�erable amo�n� of impor�s from 
��is perio�. I� is precisely wi�� ��e commercial �evelopmen� of 
��e por� of H�elva ��a� ��e presence of ��ese Gree�� elemen�s 
along ��e G�a�iana river m�s� be lin��e�. T�e recen� p�bli-
ca�ions of several fragmen�s from �as�ro Marim (Por��gal)27 
s�ppor� ��is s�a�emen�. T�ey bri�ge ��e e�is�ing gap of ��is 
��in� of impor�s in ��e si�e, w�ic� we �a� remar��e� in amaze-
men�. T�e si�e m�s� �ave serve� as a bri�ge�ea� for ��is �ype 
of ma�erials in�o E��rema��ra an� ��e inlan�28.
Despi�e ��e small n�mber of Gree�� po��ery pieces impor�e� a� 
this period, their variety is significant, and they cover different 
�sages. T�ey also come from vario�s origins (A��ens, �or-
in��, Na�cra�is...), in con�ras� wi�� la�er s�ages, w�ere ��ere 
is an absol��e prevalence of con�ainers �evo�e� �o ��e ri��al 
�rin��ing of wine, e�cl�sively from A��ic wor��s�ops.
The first shape to be recognised during research was the lip’s 
c�p from ��e Me�ellín necropolis, fo�n� before ��e e�cava�ion 
wor�� wo�l� s�ar� (Fig. 1.1). Since ��is slim c�p is well ��nown 
an� �oc�men�e�29, I will only �ig�lig�� some of i�s mos� o��-
s�an�ing fea��res. T�e mos� o��s�an�ing of all is i�s iconogra-
phy, with a finely worked Zeus figure at the front, and the trac-
es of a rider on a galloping horse figure at the back. Below the 
divine figure, traces of an inscription in Greek characters [N 
: EIMIΠOTEP], reconstructed as “KALON EIMIΠOTEPION” 
(I am a bea��if�l c�p). T�is ��in� of inscrip�ions is �s�al in 

Gree�� c�ps of ��is series, an� ��ey �s�ally �ave ��eir co�n-
�erpar� in a secon� inscrip�ion ��a� incl��es ��e ceramis�’s 
signa��re. Al��o�g� ��e c�p from Me�ellín �oes no� ��eep ��is 
secon� epigrap�, eno�g� formal an� iconograp�ic elemen�s 
are available �o a��rib��e ��e ma��ing �o E�c�eiros, one of ��e 
A��enian Li��le Mas�ers, w�o ma�e �ig� q�ali�y objec�s li��e 
��is30.
Even more innova�ive is ��e incl�sion of an A��ic �is� in ��e 
�able of Gree�� po��ery forms in E��rema��ra. T�is is ��e a�-
�rib��ion we �ave propose� for a fragmen� of rim �ecora�e� 
with a sequence of polychrome lotuses, found in superficial 
s�rveys in El ��co (G�a�ajira) (Fig. 1.2). Dis�es being a rare 
form in Greece i�self, ��is ma��es i� a �niq�e piece in ��e range 
of Gree�� impor�s �o ��e Iberian penins�la, since none of ��em 
�a� been fo�n� ye� in ��e Wes�ern corner of ��e Me�i�erra-
nean. 
T�e poor conserva�ion con�i�ion of ��is c�p –only a fragmen� 
is lef�– �oes no� allow a c�ronologic an� iconograp�ic analy-
sis as in ��e case of ��e c�p from Me�ellín. However, ��e 
s�yle of ��e scan� remaining �ecora�ion can be rela�e� wi�� 
��e wor�� of ��e so-calle� Pain�er of Lon�on �-76, in ��e mi�-
�le 6�� cen��ry �.�., ro�g�ly ��e same perio� as ��e c�p of 
E�c�eiros31. 
T�e ��ir� ceramic s�ape �o be recognise� in ��e reper�ory of 
Arc�aic Gree�� con�ainers fo�n� in E��rema��ra is ��e arybal-
los, a varie�y of perf�me bo��le wi�� wi�e mo��� an� sp�erical 
bo�y. In con�ras� wi�� ��e previo�sly men�ione� �ypes –c�ps 
an� �is�es–, ��e presence of ��ese oil bo��les is more fre-
q�en�, wi�� no� only a single con�ainer, b�� �wo, al��o�g� very 
�ifferen� in na��re. T�e earlies� con�ainer comes from a �orin-
��ian fac�ory of L�I. T�e o��er m�s� �ave been man�fac��re� 
in a wor��s�op in Na�cra�is, a Gree�� colony in ��e Nile �el�a, 
in Egyp�, aro�n� ��e secon� �alf of ��e 6�� cen��ry, from ��e 
�evelopmen� of ��is �ype in ��e Iberian Penins�la.
T�e �orin��ian aryballos was fo�n� in ��e 1985 e�cava�ion 
of ��e Me�ellín necropolis, in a crema�ion �omb32. I� is ��ep� 
incomple�e an� very �amage�, missing ��e �an�le an� ��e 
rim, an� wi�� mere �races of pain� (Fig. 1.3). Never��eless, 
the carvings of a winged figure, perhaps a siren, allow it to be 
linked to the painter of Kalauria, one of the most conspicuous 
artists of LC. This kind of vases lack the quality of the finely 
pain�e� A��enian c�ps or �is�es, an� are m�c� more wi�e-
sprea�. However, in remo�e mar��e�s li��e ��is being analyse�, 
��ey m�s� �ave been seen as l���ry merc�an�ise, given ��eir 
�sage as con�ainers of e�pensive scen�e� s�bs�ances. T�is 
m�s� be a reason for ��e rela�ively scarce presence of �or-
in��ian aryballoi �oc�men�e� in ��e Iberian penins�la. In ��e 
s���y we recen�ly s�mmarise� �ere, we in�ro��ce� a �isper-

26 - �errocal 1989. Special ��an��s �o Dr. �errocal for �is con�rib��ion of �e �np�blis�e� ma�erials from �apo�e.
27 - Arr��a 2003.
28 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�. 10�.
29 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�. 2�, incl��es bibliograp�y.
30 - Almagro-Gorbea 1977.
31 - Ibi�em: 68-76.
32 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�. 2�, erroneo�sly a��rib��e� 58� ins�ea� of 85�.
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sion map of ��is ��in� of objec�s. T�e e�pec�e� “concen�ra-
�ions” of Amp�rias, Málaga an� H�elva were joine� by only 
a few more con�ainers, mainly on coas�al areas33. T�is map 
m�s� incl��e recen� �iscoveries in ��e �á�iz �ay an� ��e Ta-
g�s Es��ary �o enric� ��e scenario, an� also �a��e in�o acco�n� 
��e presence of �orin��ian fea��res in �as�ro Marim3�. T�e 
impor�ance of ma�erials �iscovere� in �as�ro Marim lies in 
��e fac� ��a� ��ey s�ppor� ��e e�is�ence of a commercial ro��e 
for ��is ��in� of �ra�ing along ��e river G�a�iana. T�is ro��e is 
main�aine� ��ro�g� ��e following cen��ries. Despi�e ��e new 
�iscoveries, ��e presence of a �orin��ian aryballos in an in-
lan� si�e s�c� as Me�ellín is s�ill �n�s�al in a �ispersion map 
almos� e�cl�sively foc�se� on coas�al areas.
Q�i�e a �ifferen� case is ��e Na�cra�ian aryballos, more fre-
q�en�ly fo�n� in inlan� si�es. O�r con�ainer was fo�n� on ��e 
s�rface in �anc�o Roano, al��o�g� ��e evi�ence of crema-
�ion on ��e s�rface can lea� �o ��in��ing ��a� i� was in �se ��r-
ing the final fire, in late 5th century. Like the case of Medellín, 
only fragmen�s of i� are lef�. T�e �an�le an� rim �ave been 
res�ore� la�ely. T�e e��ernal s�rface �isplays ��e gri� pa��ern 
and traces of glossy finish which define these Greek-Egyptian 
crea�ions (Fig. 1.�). T�e aryballos is ��erefore a �niq�e case 
in origin an� c�ronology wi�� ��e res� of ��e �anc�o Roano 
collec�ion, mainly comprise� of �rin��ing c�ps from A��ic wor��-
s�ops. Hence i�s �ra�i�ional consi�era�ion as an evi�ence of 
��e ol�er s�ages of ��e si�e. However, ��e �o ��e b�rn� con�i-
�ion ��e piece was fo�n� in an� ��e c�ronology of ��ese c�ps 
in ��e Iberian penins�la, i� m�s� be consi�ere� no� �oo remo�e 
a pervivence. T�en ��e pieces are fo�n� in Hispanic �erri�ory 
in f�r��er �orizons, preferably in ��e con�e�� of Iberian ��l-
��re, on ��e verge of ��e 5�� cen��ry an� even wi��in. T�is is 
��e case of ��e �omb 1 in �oba�illa (Jaén), w�ere a vase wi�� 
elemen�s similar �o ��ose of �anc�o Roano was �iscovere�.
�esi�es ��e ceramic con�ainers, ��e role of Arc�aic Gree�� 
objec�s in E��rema��ra m�s� a�� an ivory fragmen� wi�� em-
bosse� �ecora�ion from El T�r�ñ�elo in Méri�a. I� is a frag-
men� of pla�e loca�e� a� ��e �pper lef� corner of a �escrip-
�ive scene. T�is composi�ion fea��res ��e �ea� of a bear�e� 
c�arac�er, a m�scle� arm �ol�ing a cl�b, an� w�a� can be 
interpreted as the incomplete figure of a centaur (Fig. 2). This 
a��rib��ion, an� i�s embossing s�yle, allow �s �o s�gges� ��e 
man�fac��ring of ��is objec� in an Arc�aic Gree�� (maybe Io-
nian) wor��s�op. T�is ma��es i� an e�cep�ional �iscovery, be-
ing ��e only evi�ence of Gree�� ivory carving of ��is perio� 
regis�ere� in Iberia. However, for ��e c�ronologic assessmen� 
of ��is piece we m�s� pro��ce similar commen�s �o ��e ones 
abo�� ��e aryballos from �anc�o Roano. I� comes from a si�e 
–El T�r�ñ�elo in Méri�a– ��a� may be associa�e� wi�� a mon-
�men�al comple�, an� ��erefore li��ely �o belong in ��e 5�� 
cen��ry. As a res�l�, i� wo�l� be a pervivence, al��o�g� ��e 
arc�aeological remains of ��is si�e are only ��nown ��ro�g� 
superficial discoveries.

For a general eval�a�ion of ��e Arc�aic Gree�� impor�s in�o 
Extremadura we must first highlight their restricted number 
an�, secon�ly, ��e �ig� q�ali�y of pro��c�ion (Fig. 3). In ��is 
perio�, ��e po��ery i�ems are in grea� �eman� for ��eir e�-
o�ic an� l���rio�s na��re, no� beca�se of ��eir �sage. T�is is 
prove� by ��e �ecora�ion, an� even ��e epigrap�y, of some 
of ��em, an� ��e f�nc�ional �iversi�y, in spi�e of ��eir limi�e� 
amo�n�  –�rin��ing, ea�ing, �oile�ry–. All ��ese fea��res allow 
the characterization of a commercial profile for the Archaic 
p�ase, w�ic� s�ar�s �o be e�cl�sive of E��rema��ra an� in 
par�ic�lar of ��e G�a�iana Valley. Wi�� ��is be�avio�r, ��e re-
gion is far from o��er penins�lar �erri�ories, w�ic� are no� af-
fec�e� by ��is ��in� of pro��c�s, especially Wes�ern An�al�sia 
(w�i� ��e e�cep�ion of H�elva, of co�rse).
T�e recen� �iscoveries of �as�ro Marim �ave provi�e� even 
more j��gemen� elemen�s ��a� lea� �s �o believe ��a� ��e Ar-
c�aic Gree�� elemen�s come from ��e por� of H�elva, a� leas� 
��e ol�es�. T�e Arc�aic po��ery in E��rema��ra is presen� ��e 
�o ��e splen�o�r of P�ocian �ra�e in ��is A�lan�ic �own. W�en 
��is �ra�e is affec�e� by ��e crisis, ��e Gree�� impor�s s�ar� �o 
�win�le in ��e region of E��rema��ra. To s�c� e��en� is ��a� 
so, ��a� possibly ��e Na�cra�ian aryballos of �anc�o Roano 
is no� �o be a��rib��e� �o ��is So���-wes�ern �ra�e, b�� �o ��e 
first contacts with the markets of Ampurias and the peninsular 
So���eas�, as in�ica�e� by ��e �is�rib��ion of s�c� con�ainers 
an� ��eir Hispanic con�e��s.

 2. T�e ‘Amp�ri�an Horizon’ (5�� cen��ry)

Un�o�b�e�ly, ��e 5�� cen��ry is ��e �ig�es� �ime for ��e 
Gree�� po��ery in E��rema��ra, wi�� more ��an 90% vases 
�oc�men�e� in ��is perio�. T�is can be associa�e� in a grea� 
e��en� �o �ow ��e �iscoveries of ��e �anc�o Roano palace 
were ma�e. T�e w�ole place was b�rn� �own wi�� f�rnis�ings 
vir��ally in�ac�, incl��ing a collec�ion of more ��an �00 A��ic 
black and red-figure vases. 
However, ��e ma�erials from ��is perio� are no� reg�larly 
distributed throughout the century. The first fifty years lack 
comple�ely Gree�� impor�s in�o ��e region, probably ��e �o ��e 
a�j�s�men�s of Gree�� �ra�e in ��e Wes�ern Me�i�erranean. 
T�e res�l�s are in par�ic�lar ��e �isplacemen� of commercial 
ac�ivi�y from ��e H�elva foc�s �o ��e opposi�e en� of penin-
s�la, in Amp�rias an� ��e NE. T�e impor�ance of Amp�rias as 
a �riving cen�re of ��ese �ransac�ions in�o ��e penins�la �as 
forge� ��e �enomina�ion of “Amp�ri�an Horizon” for ��e mos� 
c�arac�eris�ic se� of con�ainers from ��is perio�.
The first Greek vases to arrive in Extremadura on this second 
p�ase are ��e ol� genera�ion cas��lo c�ps, fea��ring cer�ain 
par�s of ��eir e��ernal s�rface wi�� reserve areas of re� clay, 
�ypically ��e insi�e of ��e �an�les wi�� ��e space be�ween ��e 
�wo arms an� ��e ver�ical sec�ion of ��e base. T�ese c�ps 
begin ��eir pro��c�ion in A��ens in �75 �.�., b�� ��ey arrive 

33 - Jiménez Ávila & Ortega 2004. fig. 24.
3� - Arr��a 2003.
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a� ��e Iberian penins�la a� a la�er �ime, aro�n� ��e mi��le 
cen��ry35.
E�amples of ��ese ol� c�ps �ave been fo�n� in Pajares (Vil-
lan�eva �e la Vera), �anc�o Roano (Zalamea �e la Serena) 
an�, more recen�ly, in La Ma�a (�ampanario)36. One of ��ese 
c�ps, w�ose fragmen�s �ave been fo�n� in �anc�o Roano, 
are of special relevance beca�se ��ey are associa�e� �o 
P�ase � s�ra�a an� con�rib��e �o eval�a�e ��eir c�ronology. 
T�erefore, ��e en� of P�ase � in �anc�o Roano falls bac�� �o 
mi��le 5�� cen��ry.
S�rangely eno�g�, ��e base of �wo of ��ese ancien� c�ps ap-
peared with the outer layer bare, without any finish, among 
��e r�ins of La Ma�a. In s�a�is�ical �erms, ��ey cons�i���e a 
ra��er �ig� propor�ion of ��e �o�al Gree�� po��ery res�s, if only 
��e �o�al n�mber fo�n� in La Ma�a is only 9 fragmen�s of 3 
�ifferen� forms37. T�ese occ�rrences �elp �emons�ra�e ��e 
�ren� �o ��esa�riza�ion of ancien� pro��c�s from ��ese cen-
�res, an� objec� ��eir val�e as commercial �is�rib��ors. T�eir 
rela�ive n�meric impor�ance in La Ma�a m�s� be ��e �o ��e 
process of leaving ��is b�il�ing, w�ere ��e en�ire l���ry ma�e-
rial was recovere�. Since only fragmen�s were lef�, na��rally 
��e ol�es� con�ainers were par� of ��em.
As a continuation of the first contacts with the Ampuritan 
�ra�e, ��e las� �eca�es of ��e 5�� cen��ry saw ��e massive 
impor� of A��ic blac�� pieces. �on�ainers from ��is genera�ion 
�ave been fo�n� in si�es of ��e �áceres (Pajares, Alcán�ara, 
Alise�a) an� �a�ajoz provinces (Me�ellín, �anc�o Roano, 
�a�ajoz, T�r�ñ�elo of Méri�a, T�r�ñ�elo of G�areña an� La 
Ma�a). Wi��o�� q�es�ion, ��e bes� approac� �o ��is �orizon is 
reac�e� ��ro�g� ��e �anc�o Roano palace, w�ere more ��an 
�00 vases were collec�e�, many of ��em comple�e (Fig. �.1). 
T�e forms of �anc�o Roano po��ery are q�i�e mono�ono�s, 
��e vas� majori�y being A��ic blac�� �rin�� con�ainers, wi�� an 
absol��e prevalence of ��e cas��lo c�p, ��e �ominan� fossil 
in ��is perio�. In ��is p�ase, ��e cas��lo c�p is en�irely cov-
ere� in blac�� slip, e�cep� ��e e��ernal bo��om, an� i� is ��e 
mos� common con�ainer –vir��ally ��e only �ype– in ��e res� 
of �oc�men�e� si�es.
Apar� from ��is conspic�o�s �ype, ��e res� of ��e �ypologi-
cal �able is no� par�ic�larly ample, wi�� 6 more �ypes. A� ��is 
s�age, ��e �erri�ory of E��rema��ra is o�� of bo�n�s for ��e 
more sop�is�ica�e� an� rare species ��a� cons�i���e ��e Am-
puritan horizon: the “delicate classe” decorated with fine ra-
�ial carvings or ��e Sain� Valen�in serie, pain�e� all over ��e 
s�rface of ��e pieces. T�ese �ypes �s�ally appear along ��e 
coas�line, an� na��rally are missing in ��e inlan� �erri�ories.
However, we can incl��e some q�ali�y �ypes. In par�ic�lar, 
��e ever growing gro�p of plain rim c�ps, �ecora�e� wi�� re� 

figures arranged in central medallions. The already known 
l���ry pro��c�ion from �anc�o Roano is now complemen�e� 
wi�� pieces from El T�r�ñ�elo of G�areña an�, more recen�ly, 
La Ma�a, always associa�e� �o mon�men�al comple�es. We 
�ave alrea�y commen�e� on ��ese c�ps an� ��e preference 
for some of ��e �ecora�ive �ypes represen�e� (Fig. �.2). We 
men�ione� ��e rela�ive ab�n�ance of women wearing sak-
kos in �anc�o Roano, an� ��e in�en�ional absence of o��er 
freq�en� �opics s�c� as ��e n��e a��le�es38. D�ring ��e pres-
en�a�ion of ��e boo�� we are now s�mmarizing, w�ere we 
men�ione� ��ese fac�s, Dr. Olmos Romera con�rib��e� wi�� 
an i�ea w�ic� is wor�� repea�ing �ere. I� is ��e possible as-
simila�ion of ��ese mos�ly in�ivi��al represen�a�ions wi�� a 
sor� of imagines maiorum, on ��e line of ances�ral c�l� w�ic� 
justifies and explains the emergence and development of 
mon�men�al se��lemen�s li��e ��ese39. T�ese �ypo��eses can 
be bac��e� wi�� ��e ill�s�ra�ion of ��e s�bjec�s represen�e� 
in a new red-figure plain rim from La Mata. Once more, the 
subject is one of these individual persons, a male figure in 
himation �oing offerings or liba�ions in fron� of an al�ar. T�is 
�opic is alrea�y presen� in �anc�o Roano wi�� one of ��e c�ps 
from the first excavations, and very likely to be recognised in 
ano��er incomple�e c�p from ��e same si�e, an� even in ��e 
�amage� fragmen� from El T�r�ñ�elo of G�areña, in ��e lig�� 
of �ow ��e reserve� space is se� �p�0. As far as we ��now, ��is 
mo�if of a yo�ng man before ��e al�ar m�s� �ave been ��e 
mos� wi�esprea� among ��e local aris�ocra�ic cen�res. T�is is 
no� oppose� ��e local reinterpretatio, wi�� represen�a�ions of 
mythified or heroified antecessors previously mentioned.
T�e res� of s�bjec�s is less freq�en�, wi�� represen�a�ions 
of vario�s animals: a ��c��, possibly a feline, an� a �ypical 
Athenian owl. The first two constitute with the male figures 
a gro�p of i�s own in s�yle. D�e �o ��eir freq�en� �se in ��e 
�anc�o Roano si�e, ��ey �ave been associa�e� wi�� a so-
calle� “pain�er from Zalamea”�1. However, “pain�er” m�s� be 
�n�ers�oo� as a gro�p of ar�isans ra��er ��an in�ivi��als. 
T�e owl c�p, wi�� s�rprisingly parallel pieces, is incl��e� in 
ano��er pro��c�ion gro�p precisely name� af�er ��is animal: 
owl vases, incl��ing s��yp�oi an�, more rarely, c�ps an� o��er 
forms.
T�e res� of forms in ��is perio� are m�c� more limi�e�. T�e 
plain rim skyphoi have expanded again their scattering field, 
thanks to a non-figurative fragment found in La Mata, as it 
seems. In �anc�o Roano, �owever, ��ere is a prevalence of 
�ecora�ions wi�� garlan�s in reserve, incl��ing a sample in 
re� slip w�ic� is very rare in ��e Iberian con�e��.
T�e o��er �ypes are presen� �ere in an episo�ic manner. 
T�e only e�amples wor�� men�ioning are seven one �an�ler 

35 - Sánc�ez Fernán�ez 1991. Domíng�ez & Sánc�ez 2001.
36 - Ro�ríg�ez e�. 200�.
37 - Al��o�g� ��e p�blis�e� s���y of La Ma�a recognises � forms, ��ey are only 3 ac��ally: cas��lo c�ps, plain rim c�ps an� “A” �ype s��yp�oi.
38 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 200�
39 - Olmos, personal comm�nica�ion.
�0 - Jiménez Ávila & Or�ega 2006.
�1 - Gracia 2003.
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blac��s an� one lamp, more freq�en� in P�nic environmen�s, 
w�ic� can con�i�ion ��e origin of a par� of ��e impor�s. �e-
si�es, a small bowl an� one or �wo le��anes comple�e ��e lis� 
of forms.
T�e Gree�� po��ery of ��e 5�� cen��ry is comple�ely �ifferen� 
�o ��e previo�s p�ase. In ��e 6�� cen��ry ��e pieces were 
extremely rare. Now we find vast accumulations of vases 
w�ic�, by ��emselves, �ar�ly �ave any val�e. T�e Arc�aic 
con�ainers covere� a wi�e an� sca��ere� f�nc�ional spec-
�re. Now ��ere is clear �en�ency �o ��e ri��al cons�mp�ion of 
wine, wi�� an absol��e prevalence of ��e low c�ps. However, 
some �ra�i�ions of ��e previo�s cen��ry remain now in ��e 
geograp�ic an� social aspec�s. T�e �ig�es� concen�ra�ion of 
discoveries occurs around the Guadiana flow (Fig. 5), still the 
mos� impor�an� ro��e �o en�er ��e Iberian penins�la; on ��e 
o��er �an�, ��e majori�y of con�e��s fall �n�er ��e ca�egory of 
aris�ocra�ic social environmen�s.
T�e river G�a�iana remains ��e �ominan� commercial ro��e 
in this period. However, there are signs of diversification of the 
s�pply areas, perceive� in ��e sing�lari�ies of ��e se� of vases 
�oc�men�e�. For e�ample, ��e presence of one �an�ler c�ps 
or lamps s�gges� ��e So��� Wes�ern origin of a par� of ��ese 
pro��c�ions, �irec�e� ��ro�g� ��e �a�iz circ�i�, H�elva, an� 
�as�ro Marim. Plen�y of s�c� evi�ence �as been fo�n� in 
��e la��er. However, ��e Gree�� pro��c� �ra�e vol�me in ��e 
So��� Wes� �oes no� seem as �ig� in ��e la�e 5�� cen��ry 
as �o e�plain acc�m�la�ions li��e �anc�o Roano’s, wi�� more 
��an �00 i�ems. T�erefore, ��e grea� �eman� �rawn by ��ese 
power cen�res may e�plain ��e opening of a secon� s�pply 
route across the High Guadiana flow and the now more dy-
namic Iberian area. New �ypes m�s� �ave been incorpora�e�, 
such as lekane or red-figure cups, unusual in South Western 
environmen�s, in parallel wi�� ��e presence of o��er elemen�s 
(bronze, ivory, gol�...), ��e bes� e�amples of ��ese fo�n� in 
Iberian se��lemen�s of ��e Eas� an� Hig� An�al�sia. T�e mon-
�men�al comple�es on ��is �ra�e ro��e along ��e G�a�iana 
act as final destination of the almost exclusive Greek prod-
�c�s, b�� ��en ��ey are no� re-�is�rib��e� from ��ese poin�s. 
In ��is con�e�� of large acc�m�la�ions of objec�s in palace-li��e 
environmen�s, even if ��e m�l�i-focal na��re of ��is s�pply is 
admitted, it proves difficult to accept an osmotic or dendritic 
�ra�e pa��ern as s�gges�e� for s�c� pro��c�s in E��rema��ra. 
Obvio�sly, ��is is an arterial pa��ern, base� in large s�oc��s, 
c�annelle� across ��e river G�a�iana.

 3. T�e en� of Gree�� �ra�e in E��rema��ra: 
     T�e ��� �en��ry

T�e �p�a�e� inven�ory of Gree�� po��ery in Iron Age E��re-
ma��ra con�rib��es a new presence of vases from ��e ��� 
cen��ry, in con�ras� wi�� ��e �ra�i�ional concep�ion of Gree�� 
�ra�e in ��e region. Now ��e sample� si�es overn�mber ��e 
5�� cen��ry cases, if only ��e �oc�men�e� fragmen�s are far 
less.
Without question, these trends have been influenced by ar-
c�aeological �eposi�ional fac�ors, b�� especially �is�orical 

factors. In the first place, we should bear in mind the derelict 
conditions of sites like Cancho Roano, very specific and unu-
s�al. Since ��ese mon�men�al comple�es �isappear in ��e 
la�e 5�� cen��ry, similar acc�m�la�ions of po��eries are no� 
e�pec�e� beyon� ��a� perio�. On ��e o��er �an�, ��e ��� cen-
tury sites are quite different in morphology –usually fortified 
�illfor�s, spanning a larger e��ension–, �ave been never com-
ple�ely e�cava�e�, an� ��e ma�erials were re�rieve� mos�ly in 
superficial surveying. However, the end of the monumental 
comple�es m�s� �ave been pro��ce� a s�bs�an�ial �ecrease 
in ��e �eman� of Gree�� l���ry ear��enware. T�is s�o�l� be 
one of ��e �is�orical reasons �o be consi�ere� in ��e c�rren� 
s�a�e of ��e regis�ry. 
T�e �ypological �able for ��is perio� s�ares some elemen�s 
wi�� ��e 5�� cen��ry’s �able, mainly i�s res�ric�e� na��re an� 
i�s f�nc�ionali�y, primarily �evo�e� �o ��e ri��al cons�mp�ion 
of wine. In ��eir �iverse forma�s, ��e �rin��ing con�ainers 
almos� reac� ��e 90% of �oc�men�e� ma�erial. T�ere are 
only episo�ic cases of �ifferen� forms li��e pelike an� lamps, 
j�s� one sample of eac� (Fig. 6 an� 7). T�e basic �ypes of 
�rin��ing c�ps are s�ill ��e same as in ��e previo�s cen��ry, 
with a few modifications to accommodate the fashion of the 
A��enian ��� cen��ry wor��s�ops. For e�ample, ��e low base 
c�ps (s�ill ��e mos� freq�en�) a�op� ��e pain�e� �ecora�ions 
from ��e Vienna-116 gro�p s�yle, an� ��e s��yp�oi embrace 
the characteristic double curve profile and, occasionally, also 
pain�e� �ecora�ions resembling ��e ‘Fa� �oy’ gro�p s�yle. T�e 
�rin��ing se� is also enric�e� wi�� new forms o�� of ��e A��ic 
wor��s�ops, s�c� as bowls wi�� inc�rving or o���rne� rims, 
�ecora�e� wi�� s�amps insi�e (Fig. 6.9). T�ey are invariable 
very common in s�ape, an� bear fas� an� careless �ecora-
�ions. T�is is a fea��re of ��e bes� par� of ��e A��enian ce-
ramic pro��c�ion �o be e�por�e� �o �is�an� �es�ina�ions, since 
��ese objec�s are rare in Greece.
T�ese Gree�� c�ps are primarily �arge�e� a� ��e Pre-Roman 
�illfor�s of ��e Secon� Iron Age, in ��e provinces of �áceres 
an� �a�ajoz, w�ere ��ey are fo�n� in �abi�a� areas an� in 
necropolis also, w�ic� proves �ow val�e� ��ey were among 
��e people living in ��is perio�. In si�es ��a� �ave �n�ergone 
sys�ema�ic e�cava�ions (�apo�e, �o�ija, �a�ajoz...) ��ese ar-
�icles s�ar� �o appear freq�en�ly. I� is wor�� no�ing ��a� some 
�iscoveries are ma�e o��si�e ��e original con�e��s of ��e ��� 
cen��ry.
Ano��er �ren� ��a� remains from ��e previo�s perio� is ��e 
proximity of the finds to the Guadiana, which proves that the 
river is s�ill ��e �ominan� commercial ro��e. T�e polariza�ion 
of se��lemen�s aro�n� ��e river is even �ig�er ��an in ��e pre-
vio�s p�ase, probably ��e �o ��e lower vol�me of ma�erial 
circulating at this stage. However, there are significant dis-
coveries far from the river flow, such as the Botija o Capote 
castros, bo�� in �áceres an� in �a�ajoz (Fig. 7).
T�e �ecrease� q�an�i�y of Gree�� vessels in E��rema��ra in 
��e 6�� cen��ry is evi�en�: more ��an �00 con�ainers in ��e 
5�� cen��ry, only 26 fragmen�s in ��e following cen��ry. We 
�ave alrea�y o��line� ��e sing�lari�ies of ��e process of aban-
�onmen� of �anc�o Roano, w�ic� may �ave playe� a role 
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on ��ese enormo�s �ifferences. However, ��e �is�orical rea-
sons are m�c� more li��ely, since ��e en� of ��e mon�men�al 
comple�es an� ��e social sys�em ��ey represen�, wi�� r�ral 
aris�ocra�s �emons�ra�ing ��eir ran�� ��o�g� ��e acc�m�la�ion 
of luxury items, means a significant decrease in the demand 
of ��ese objec�s.
Other arguments play a role now, like the typological profile 
of ��e �able of �ypes e�is�ing in ��e 5�� cen��ry. In ��is perio�, 
�ifferen� c�l��ral areas in ��e Iberian penins�la s�ow a spe-
cific behaviour. A differential selection of possibilities can be 
�oc�men�e�, w�ic� can only be e�plaine� by ��e local sing�-
lari�ies. For e�ample, ��e s���ies on ��e M�rcia region �oc�-
men� a special inci�ence of kantharoi�2, w�ile in o��er regions 
li��e Hig� An�al�sia prevail ��e bell-s�ape� ��ra�ers, �se� as 
cinerary con�ainers�3. In ��is con�e��, ��e �able of �ypes �oc�-
men�e� in E��rema��ra in ��e ��� cen��ry, limi�e� by ��e small 
number of inventoried vessels, is defined more by absences 
��an presences. I� is ��e mos� common vases ��a� cons�i���e 
��e lis� of �ypes. T�is general fea��re, an� ��e lower vol�me of 
impor�s an� ��e always re��ce� presence of some forms li��e 
lamps –especially freq�en� in ��e So��� Wes�– allow �s �o as-
socia�e E��rema��ra wi�� ��e general be�avio�r of ��e So��� 
Wes�ern region. Some absences can be lin��e� �o ��e in�erior 
loca�ion of E��rema��ra, far away from ��e coas�. T�e en� 
of ��e mon�men�al comple�es may �ave ca�se� ��e closing 
of ��e ro��e ��a� �se� �o connec� ��e Low E��rema��ra wi�� 
��e So��� Eas�ern Iberian por�s in ��e 5�� cen��ry. T�is �elps 
e�plain ��e s�eep �ecline of impor�s an� ��e a�op�ion of ��e 
commercial profile of Cadiz and the South West in general 
��ring ��is perio�.
T�e �ecrease in ��e n�mber of Gree�� impor�s in ��is perio� 
can also �elp e�plain ��e polariza�ion aro�n� ��e G�a�iana 
flow. It replicates the large scale phenomenon of low circula-
�ion pro��c�s being acc�m�la�e� a� por�s an� mar��e�s. O��er 
ca�ses of ��is si��a�ion can also be ci�e�, li��e ��e e�cess of 
attribution of Pre-Roman hillforts stratigraphies to the first half 
of ��e ��� cen��ry, �espi�e ��e absence of �ominan� fossils in 
this period. The presence of significant sets of Greek pottery 
in ��e ��� cen��ry a� si�es s�c� as �o�ija or �apo�e s�gges�s 
��a� ��eir circ�la�ion m�s� �ave been slig��ly wi�er. Per�aps 
��e p�enomenon of Pre-Roman se��lemen�s becoming �ill-
for�s in E��rema��ra is some��ing more gra��al an� la�e ��a� 
w�a� �as been propose� �n�il now.
Some no�es on c�ronology m�s� be a��e�. T�e majori�y 
of Iberian vases associa�e� wi�� ��e Vienna 116 gro�ps, or 
��e Fa� �oy gro�p s��yp�oi �ave been rela�e� �o ��e secon� 
q�ar�er of ��e ��� cen��ry �.�. Some evi�ence s�gges�, 
��o�g�, ��a� ��is pro��c�ion m�s� �ave beg�n a� ��e ��rn of 
��e cen��ry, in parallel wi�� ��e la�e 5�� cen��ry pro��c�ion. 
�o�� s�are some �ec�nical an� morp�ological analogies. In 
Extremadura there is a singular significant element, the in-
c�rving rim bowl fo�n� in El Jar�al (Fig. 6.9). I� combines 

decorative techniques from the first quarter of the century (u-
s�ape� s�ampe� crowns) an� o��ers ��a� become �s�al from 
375 �.�. on (��e “g�illoc�e”). T�en ��e mos� li��ely �a�e is 
aro�n� 380 �.�., w�ic� means ��e presence of s�c� objec�s 
even in the first quarter of the century.
Aro�n� ��e mi��le of ��e cen��ry, ��e Gree�� impor�s are c�� 
off permanen�ly E��rema��ra be�aves e�ac�ly as ��e res� 
of ��e penins�lar �erri�ory in ��is respec�, as a res�l� of ��e 
c�l��ral an� social-economic �ransforma�ion ��a� affec�e� ��e 
en�ire oikoumene.

 �. S�mmary an� concl�sion

D�ring ��e mi��le cen��ries of ��e Iron Age, E��rema��ra 
�oo�� an ac�ive role in commercial an� c�l��ral con�ac�s wi�� 
��e Me�i�erranean worl�. One remar��able evi�ence of ��is 
is ��e presence of Gree�� impor�s in ��e arc�aeological si�es 
from ��is perio�, bo�� in ��e �áceres an� ��e �a�ajoz prov-
inces.
The earliest evidence of Greek trade falls back into the first 
�alf of ��e 6�� cen��ry –��e Arc�aic perio�– an� incl��e some 
very scarce, ��o�g� enormo�s in�ivi��al val�e, elemen�s. 
From ��is perio� we �ave A��ic po��ery of �ig� q�ali�y, s�c� as 
��e vases from El ��co or Me�ellín; �orin��ian scen�s, an� 
even ivory pieces, per�aps from an Ionian wor��s�op. T�ey 
are q�i�e e��raor�inary no� only in ��e Iberian con�e�� b�� in 
��e w�ole Wes�ern Me�i�erranean area. 
Objec�s from ��is perio� cover a varie�y of f�nc�ions, in con-
�ras� wi�� ��eir re��ce� n�mber. T�is lea�s �s in�o ��in��ing 
��a� i� is ��eir e�o�ic an� l���rio�s na��re, no� ��eir original 
f�nc�ion, w�a� ma�e ��em a��rac�ive for ��e local aris�ocracy, 
as prove� by ��eir presence in ��e aris�ocra�’s �ombs.
T�e presence of ��ese Arc�aic objec�s in s�ra�igrap�y �one in 
E��rema��ra m�s� be a��rib��e� �o ��e sprea�ing of P�ocian 
trade from the Huelva port. However, this commercial profile 
is extremely specific. Other areas in the Iberian peninsula 
were no� incl��e� in ��is commercial ac�ivi�y. T�e absence 
of Gree�� �ra�e is especially visible, for e�ample, in ��e Low 
G�a�alq�ivir, ��e n�cle�s of ��e Tar�esian c�l��re, in spi�e of 
��e s�bs�an�ial arc�aeological wor�� �one in ��a� area. T�ere-
fore, Extremadura shows a very specific behaviour in this 
respec�.
Ac�ivi�y in ��e H�elva por� seems �o s�ow symp�oms of crisis 
from ��e mi��le 6�� cen��ry onwar�s, as a res�l� of ��e large 
scale a�j�s�men�s opera�e� in Gree�� �ra�e in ��e Wes�ern 
Me�i�erranean, w�ose cleares� e�ample in ��e Iberian penin-
s�la is ��e fo�n�a�ion of Amp�rias an� ��e �isplacemen� of 
commercial ac�ivi�y �o ��e Nor��eas�.
As a res�l� of ��is process, ��ring ��e secon� �alf of ��e 6�� 
cen��ry ��e Gree�� impor�s in�o E��rema��ra vir��ally �isap-
pear �n�il ��e mi��le 5�� cen��ry.
At this point we have the incipient presence of the first castulo 

�2 - García �ano & Page 199�.
�3 - Sánc�ez 1991.
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c�ps, wi�� ��e �an�les an� bases reserve�. T�e Pajares an� 
�anc�o Roano pieces �ave been followe� by ��e recen�ly 
p�blis�e� �iscoveries of La Ma�a. T�ey emp�asize ��e aris-
�ocra�ic �es�ina�ion of ��ese pro��c�s, aime� in par�ic�lar �o 
��e mon�men�al comple�es from an early s�age.
��� ��e prime of Gree�� po��ery in E��rema��ra is ��e las� 
��ir� of ��e 5�� cen��ry, wi�� ��e arrival of ��e A��enian pro-
��c�ion from ��e so-calle� ‘Amp�ri�an �orizon’. Mos� of ��e 
ceramic pro��c�s fo�n� in �anc�o Roano belong �o ��is 
perio�. Wi�� more ��an �00 c�ps, ��ey are primarily �se� 
for �rin��ing wine. T�e mos� remar��able of ��em are ��e re�-
figure cups depicting characters that may be interpreted as 
images of an�ecessors from ��e aris�ocra�ic families ��a� in-
�abi�e� ��ese resi�ences. T�e acc�m�la�ion of Gree�� c�ps 
–among o��er objec�s– in �anc�o Roano is �n�s�al, since 
i� was aban�one� wi�� ��e en�ire f�rnis�ings vir��ally in�ac�. 
However, fres� �a�a ob�aine� in La Ma�a prove ��a� ��ese 
acc�m�la�ions s�o�l� �ave been freq�en� in ��e mon�-
men�al comple�es. In a limi�e� space� ��a� �as been aban-
�one� over �ime, nine con�ainers of ��is �ype �ave been 
�oc�men�e�.
T�e large n�mber of po��eries acc�m�la�e� in �anc�o 
Roano s�ows a con�ras� wi�� ��e rela�ively scan� q�an�i�ies 
�oc�men�e� in ��e So���wes�. Per�aps ��e �eman� from ��e 
Mon�men�al �omple�es m�s� �ave been favo�re� ��e open-
ing of a �ra�e ro��e wi�� ��e Iberian mar��e�s of ��e So���eas�, 
m�c� more �ynamic a� ��is perio�, �ps�ream of ��e G�a�i-
ana river. The typological profile of this phase is comprised 
of Ga�i�an �ra�e elemen�s (lamps, one �an�ler c�ps, e�c.) 
an� o��er elemen�s �s�al in ��e So���eas�, w�ic� s�ppor� 
��is possibili�y.
T�e acc�m�la�ions of Gree�� c�ps in ��e mon�men�al b�il�-
ings s�o�l� be seen as aris�ocra�ic ��esa�riza�ions ra��er 
��an commercial s�oc��s or pres�me� offerings. T�e collec-
�ions are �oo �e�erogeneo�s in form an� c�ronology �o cre�i� 
the first option. Besides, they seem not to be circulating in 
��e s�rro�n�ing loca�ions, an� ��ey are almos� e�cl�sively 
re�aine� a� ��ese cen�res of power. As a conseq�ence of ��e 
s�rvival of orien�al organiza�ion ways in a �ime w�en ��e in�i-
vi��al val�e of l���ry objec�s �ecreases, an� ��eir circ�la�ion 
increases, ��e compelling acc�m�la�ion of ��ese objec�s is a 
sign of social �is�inc�ion.
�y ��e en� of ��e mon�men�al comple�es aro�n� la�e 5�� 
cen��ry, ��ere is a s�rong �ecline in ��e �ra�ing of Gree�� pro�-
�c�s in E��rema��ra an� ��e impor� ra�e re��rns �o ��e �s�al 
So���-wes�ern parame�ers. However, ��e n�mber of si�es 
w�ic� impor� ��ese pro��c�s increases in ��e ��� cen��ry 
–less vases are �oc�men�e�, b�� ��ey are more wi�esprea�.
Some of ��e previo�s �ren�s are main�aine� in ��is p�ase, 
s�c� as ��e primarily convivial f�nc�ion of ear��enware, wi�� a 
prevalence of low base c�ps an� Re�-Fig�re s��yp�oi, �eco-
ra�e� �sing ��e fas� �ec�niq�es of ��is perio�. 
T�e �es�iny of ��e la��er ceramic Gree�� pro��c�s are ��e Pre-
Roman �illfor�s  (��e castros). T�ey are �o be fo�n� bo�� in 
resi�en�ial areas an� necropolis, s�ppor�ing commercial an� 
c�l��ral rela�ions�ips w�ic� �a� been li��le ��nown so far. T�eir 

presence in o��s�an�ing �ombs proves ��a� ��ey are s�ill val-
�e� by ��e warlor�s of Secon� Iron Age. However, i�s presen� 
manifes�a�ion is a sign of ��e social c�anges ��a� �oo�� place 
over more ��an 200 years of circ�la�ion all over E��rema-
��ra.
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1 - Gree�� Arc�aic Po��ery from E��rema��ra. 1: Lip’s c�p of E�c�eiros from 
Me�ellín (�a�ajoz); 2: A��ic pla�e from G�a�ajira; 3: �orin��ian arybalos 
from Me�ellin; �: Na�cra�ian arybalos from �anc�o Roano (Mal�q�er 
198�)

2.- Engrave� Ivory pla�e s�owing a bear� �en�a�r from El T�r�ñ�elo �e 
Méri�a.
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3.- Arc�aic P�ase (6�� �en��ry ��): Dis�rib��ion, �ypological reper�ory an� �iagram of freq�encies.
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�.- Gree�� 5�� �en��ry Po��ery from E��rema��ra. 1: selec�ion of vases from �anc�o Roano (Zalamea �e la Serena, �a�ajoz); 2: Mos� �sef�l �ecora�ive 
pa��erns on ��e Re�-Fig�re c�ps (plain rim) from ��is c�ronological p�ase.
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5.- Secon� P�ase (5�� �en��ry ��): Dis�rib��ion, �ypological reper�ory an� freq�encies �iagram.
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6.- Gree�� ��� �en��ry Po��ery from E��rema��ra. 1-�: Vienna-116 c�ps from �ogoll��o (P�ebla �e Alcocer, �a�ajoz); Villasviejas �el Tam�ja (�o�ija, �áce-
res); Lobón (�a�ajoz) an� �as�ro �e la ��rra (Tr�jillo, �áceres); 5-6: s��ip�oi from El ��arro (Lobón, �a�ajoz) an� �o�ija; 7: Pelice from Lobon (�a�a-
joz); 8: A��ic Lamp from �apo�e (Hig�era la Real, �a�ajoz); 9 Inc�rving rim bowl from El Jar�al (Herrera �el D�q�e, �a�ajoz).
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7.- T�ir�� P�ase (��� �en��ry ��): Dis�rib��ion, �ypological reper�ory an� freq�encies �iagram.
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