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    COURSE INFORMATION 
 
NAME OF THE SUBJECT:  SOCIAL PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  
 
Code number: 404009317   T.2.  
Degree in Social Work  
Academic Year: 2021/2022 
Elective course. 4th year 
First semester: 4 hours a week, 2 days a week 
6 credits 
 
Lectures:  
 

Wednesday, 9:30 to 11.00  
Friday, 12.00 to 13.30 
Room D.2.4, in the Faculty of Social Work. 

 
 
TEACHING STAFF 
 
Prof.:  PhD. Teresa González Gómez 
Department: Sociology, Social Work and Public Health  
Office: Fourth floor, room 4.28 
Phone: +34 959 21 95 68 
E-mail: teresa.gonzalez@dstso.uhu.es  
Office hours:  First Semester 

Monday :  11:00-14 :00  

Tuesday :  11:00 -13 :00  

Wednesday :   13:30-14:00    
Fridays :  13:30-14 :30.   
  
 
PROGRAMME 
 
The following program is designed considering a totally face-to-face modality. However, the 
Instruction for the adaptation of university education to the health requirements derived 
from the pandemic of COVID-19 during the academic year 2021/2022, indicates in Annex I 
two possible adaptation scenarios (A and B) in the case that it is necessary and following 
government and university instructions. 
 
1. DESCRIPTION  
 
This subject aims to introduce students to:  

- Theories and concepts in the sociology of social participation and social movements.  
- Organizational models, and civic and political practice  
- The theory and practice of social movements  

mailto:teresa.gonzalez@dstso.uhu.es
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- The methodology and creative practices of social intervention  
 
 
2. PREREQUISITES 
 
It is essential for students to have a basic working knowledge of sociological theory and 
social structure  
 
 
3. COMPETENCES 
 
Basic Competences:  
 
CB6. Acquire and understand knowledge that provides a basis or opportunity to develop 
and implement original ideas, mainly in a research context. 
CB7. Know how to apply the acquired knowledge and problem-solving skills in new or 
unfamiliar settings within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to their area of 
study. 
CB8. Be able to integrate knowledge and face the complexity of making judgements from 
information that despite being incomplete or limited include reflections on the social and 
ethical responsibilities associated with the application of their knowledge and judgements. 
CB9. Know how to communicate in a clear and unambiguous way their findings and 
knowledge and the arguments supporting them to both specialised and non-specialised 
audiences. 
CB10. Acquire the learning skills that will enable them to continue studying in a mostly self-
directed or autonomous way. 
 
Transversal competences: 
 
TC1. Manage the acquired information adequately showing advanced knowledge in a 
scientific and technological research or highly specialized context and demonstrating a 
detailed and well-founded understanding of theoretical and practical aspects and of the 
work methodology in the field. 
 
TC2. Master the academic and professional project with enough autonomy to participate in 
research projects and scientific or technological collaborations within its thematic area, in 
interdisciplinary contexts and in some cases with a high component of knowledge transfer. 
 
 
4. OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

- Demonstrate an understanding of the different forms of governance and power in 
society 
 

- Appreciate the historic development and the scope of citizens’ rights regarding the 
development of the Welfare State  
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- Identify different modes of social participation among diverse social groups and 

social categories, according to existing opportunities and limitations 
 

- Be aware of and apply different methodologies and practices of social intervention, 
grounded in social participation 
  

- Analyze social movements in terms of the contexts which motivated them their 
effects, their modes of organization and communication, and their protest 
mechanisms. 

 
 
5. TEACHING METHODOLOGY 
 
The course is organised into a series of introductory lectures outlining the main aspects of 
each topic.  
 
A selection of readings will be made available to students, who are expected to read the 
texts in advance. These texts are essential material for following the lectures and students 
are recommended to take them to the corresponding sessions, along with appropriate note-
taking materials (traditional pen and paper or laptop).  Additionally the professor will use 
power point presentations outlining the main discussion lines of the readings and concepts.  
 
In addition to these theoretical sessions, the course includes various sessions dedicated to 
work on the practical activities planned for every theme. These activities are designed to 
encourage discussion among students based on case-studies and in some cases in the cross-
cultural-country comparison from Erasmus students’ home countries.  
 
The students can work either individually or in groups.  
 
 
6. CONTENTS   
 

 
THEMES 

 

1.  CONCEPTUAL BASIS 
        

- Concepts: Collective action, civil society, social movement and democracy.  
- Democracy: Deliberative vs Participatory  
- Globalization and global civil society. 
- E-government  

 
Bibliography:  
 
Snow, D.A.; Soule, S.A.; Kriesi, H. (2004). Mapping the Terrain. In Snow, D.A.; Soule, S.A.; 
Kriesi, H. (Eds.). The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements. Oxford. Blackwell. pp. 3-
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16.  
 
Coelho, V.S.; von Lieres B.; Mobilizing for democracy: Citizen engagement and the politics 
of public participation. In Coelho, V.S.; von Lieres B. Claiming Citizenship : Mobilizing for 
Democracy : Citizen Action and the Politics of Public Participation. London. Zedbooks. pp. 
1-20.  
 
Fuchs, D.; Zittel, T. (2007). Participatory Democracy and Political Participation: Can 
Participatory Engineering Bring Citizens Back in?. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.  
 
Della Porta, D., Diani, M. (2006). Social Movements and Democracy. In Della Porta, D., 
Diani, M. Social Movements: An Introduction. Blackwell Publishing. pp. 223-243.  
 
Castells, M. (2008). The New Public Sphere: Global Civil Society, Communication 
Networks, and Global Governance, vol. 216 (1), pp. 78-93. 
 
Chun, S.C.; Shulman, S.; Sandoval, R.; Hovy, E. (2010). Government 2.0: Making 
Connections between Citizens, Data and Government. Information Polity, Vol. 15 (1), pp. 
1-9. 
 

 Practical activity: “Analyzing global civil society”.  
On a current international issue, students will have to identify the different actors that 
appear in the context of global civil society. As well as identifying the different positions / 
opinions of each of them on the subject in question. We will work from an optional global 
topic chosen by students (ex. Ruanda Conflict, Covid-19 global pandemic, environmental 
change, etc).  
 
The students will deliver a brief report (based on press media, and other sources of 
information, biography, etc).)  of the activity undertaken (Max. 2 pages) Calibri, 12, 1’5 
space).  
 
Autonomous time from the student: 5 hours (2 h. in class). It is optional to work in groups 
of 2 or 3 students.  
 

 Practical activity: “Analyzing levels of e-governance”.  
 Select a web resource from a governmental institution (International, European, 
national, regional, local…). And analyze the various forms and interactives 
content/channels that promote social participation.  
 

The students’ participation in class will be taken into account for the final evaluation.  
  
Autonomous time from the student: 4 hours (2 h. in class). It is optional to work in groups 
of 2 or 3 students.  
 

2.  SOCIO-ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND CULTURE  
-  Social structure 
-  Economic structure 
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-  Culture and Politics  
      
Bibliography:  
 
Della porta, D., Diani, M. (2006). Social Changes and Social Movements. In Della Porta, D., 
Diani, M. Social Movements: An Introduction. Blackwell Publishing. pp. 33-62.  
 
Kriesi, H. (2004). Political Context and Opportunity. In Snow, D.A.; Soule, S.A.; Kriesi, H. 
(Eds.). The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements. Oxford. Blackwell. pp. 67-90.  
 
 

 Practical activity: “Getting to know:  “trust your place” “international 
transparency” and the “WWV Survey” 

 
Students will discuss in class the results and data obtained from these databases.  The 
students’ participation in class will be taken into account for the final evaluation.  
 
Autonomous time from the student: 2 h. in class. It is optional to work in groups of 2 or 3 
students.  
 
 

 Practical activity: “How my country shapes participation and how do we 
participate? “ 

 
Students will search information about how social/political participation takes place in 
their own country, and will discuss about how this pattern of participation is shaped by 
socioeconomic and political structure of the country.  
 
The students will deliver a brief report of the activity undertaken (Max. 2 pages) Calibri, 
12, 1’5 space).   The students’ participation in class will be taken into account for the final 
evaluation.  
 
Autonomous time from the student: 4 hours in class. It is optional to work in groups of 2 
or 3 students.  
 

 
3.  PRACTICE OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS   

- Evolution. Phases.  
- Movements and social changes  
- Repertoires  
- Types of social movements  
- Beyond new social movements: 2010’s alter-activism. 

 
Bibliography:  
 
Della porta, D., Diani, M. (2006). Actions Forms, Repertoires and Cycles of Protest. In Della 
Porta, D., Diani, M. Social Movements: An Introduction. Blackwell Publishing. pp. 163-192.  
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Della Porta, D., Diani, M. (2006). Social Movements and Democracy. En Della Porta, D., 
Diani, M. Social Movements: An Introduction. Blackwell Publishing. Ppp. 223-243.  

 
Taylor, V., Van Dyke, N. (2004). Get up, Stand up: Tactical Repertoires of Social 
Movements. In Snow, D.A.; Soule, S.A.; Kriesi, H. (Eds.). The Blackwell Companion to Social 
Movements. Oxford. Blackwell. pp. 262-293. .  
 
Pleyers, G. (2010). Alter Globalization. Becoming actors in the Global Age. Polity Press. 
USA.  
 
 

 Practical Activity: “Call me crazy and stupid girl “  
 
Following the idea of labeling the movement of the "mothers of the plaza de mayo" as 
the madwomen of the plaza de mayo, and the text attached below, the students will 
create groups of 3-4 people, and will choose an emerging social movement or recent, or 
even some form of collective action, that has created a great impact in the media. From 
a reading on 2 or 3 media, preferably the press, they should identify the different 
reactions that the social movement in question has generated in different actors of civil 
society (Government, citizens, etc.).  
 
The results will be presented to the rest of the class in order that all students participate 
in the analysis of their classmates.  
“In the beginning, in October 1968, there were three of us. They immediately treated us 
as crazy, because each one broke with what was authority / security in their life before 
May: family, environment, individualistic, privileged and isolating activity; three women 
daughters of the May anti-authoritarian revolt, each eager to group more”  (Antoinette 
Fouque, Women's Movement and Freedom, in Touraine (1990: 184). 
 
  The students’ participation in class will be taken into account for the final evaluation.  
 
Autonomous time from the student: 4 hours in class. It is optional to work in groups of 2 
or 3 students.  
 
 Practical activity: “Everyday Rebellion” 
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The students will watch the Everyday Rebellion documentary in class, afterwards the 
students will create groups of 3-4 people to identify different types of social movements 
according to Stompka (1995) and types of repertoires that appear following Della Porta 
(2011). Finally, there will be a debate among the whole class about the key criteria in 
choosing repertoires such as the amount of participation, the intensity of violence, etc. 
 
The students’ participation in class will be taken into account for the final evaluation.  
 
Autonomous time from the student: 4 hours in class. It is optional to work in groups of 2 
or 3 students.  
 

4.  Governance and local participation 
 

-  Governance, local governance and institutional design. 
 

-  Participatory Budgets, urban social movements,  
 
-  Local Experiences examples.  
 

Bibliography:  
 

- Lowndes, V.; Wilson, D. (2001). Social Capital and Local Governance: Exploring the 
Institutional Design Variable. Political Studies, 49 (4): 629-647. 

 
- Bruce, I. (2004). The Porto Alegre Alternative: Direct Democracy in Action. London.  

            Pluto Press.  
 
 

 Practical activity: “The successful case”. 

 

The students will have to find a successful case of citizen participation, preferably from  
their own country and to present it to the rest of the class.  
 
The students’ participation in class will be taken into account for the final evaluation. The 
students will deliver a brief power point presentation to the class group.   
 
 
Autonomous time from the student: 4 hours in class. It is optional to work in groups of 2 
or 3 students.  
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6.  BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 

All course materials will be available through the Moodle platform and/or the copy room in 
the Faculty.   

 
 
Cameron, B. (2014). Spain in crisis: 15-M and the culture of indignation. Journal of Spanish 
Cultural Studies, Vol. 15, (1–2), pp. 1–11. 
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Della Porta, D., Diani, M. (2006). Social Movements: An Introduction. Blackwell Publishing.  
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Escrivá-Chorda, E. (2014). Political participation of Latin American migrants in  
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literacy. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang. 
 
Howe, B.; Popovski, V., Notaras, M. (2010). Democracy in the south: participation, 
The state and the people. Tokyo; New York: United Nations University Press.  
 
Hughes, N. (2011). ‘Young People Took to the Streets and all of a Sudden all of the Political 
Parties Got Old’: The 15M Movement in Spain. Social Movement Studies, Vol. 10, (4), pp. 
407–413.  
 
Howard, M.M. (2002), “The Weakness of Postcommunist Civil Society”, Journal of 
Democracy, Vol . 13 (1), pp. 157-169. 
 
Klandermans, B., Roggeband, C. (2007). Handbook of Social Movements Across 
Disciplines. Sprinter Science & Business Media. London. 
 
Kostelka, F. (2014). The State of Political Participation in Post-Communist Democracies: Low 
but Surprisingly Little Biased Citizen Engagement EUROPE-ASIA STUDIES Vol. 66, (6), pp. 
945–968.  
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Tshwane». Urban Design International 25(3):280-92. doi: 10.1057/s41289-020-00131-9. 
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Identities, and the Growth of Mass Opposition in the Arab Spring. Political Psychology, Vol. 
35 (6), pp. 725-740.  
 
Mengesha, S. I.  (2016). Silencing Dissent. Journal of Democracy, Vol. 27 (1), pp. 87-94.  
 
Pleyers, G. (2010). Alter Globalization. Becoming actors in the Global Age. Polity Press. USA.  
 
Roberts, John Michael. 2008. «Public Spaces of Dissent». Sociology Compass 2(2):654-74. 
doi: 10.1111/j.1751-9020.2007.00074.x 

  
Snow, D.A.; Soule, S.A.; Kriesi, H. (2004). The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements. 
Oxford. Blackwell. pp. 3-16.  
 
Tudoroiu, T. (2014). Social Media and Revolutionary Waves: The Case of the 
Arab Spring. New Political Science. Vol. 36 (3), pp. 346–365 
 
 

7. ASSESSMENT  

 

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 

The assessment is based on a continuous process integrated by different activities. In order 
to satisfactorily pass the course, the evaluation will result from the simple sum  

of all the activities. All together the minimum grade to pass will be 5.  

 

Successful completion of the course requires achieving a pass grade in the assessments 
outlined below: 
 
Evaluation activity         Account  

 

An examination          40%  

 

The exam will consist in answering a number of short questions and multiple-choice 
questions. It score for 4 points (a minimum of 2 points is required in order to pass the 
exam). The exam date is the 31st of January at 09:30 h. 

 

Practical activities:          60% 

“Analyzing global civil society”       10 
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“How my country shapes participation and how do we participate? “  20 
                 

 “The successful case”                                                                                                      20 
 
  Class Participation in:                                                                                                     20  

 

“Analyzing levels of e-governance”            5% 

“Getting to know"   

“Call me crazy and stupid girl “        

“Everyday Rebellion”  

 

Attendance of lectures is highly recommended. And student participation will influence 
clearly in the final mark:   

- attends all sessions (students will be asked to sign an attendance sheet) 

- habitually participates in debates and responds to questions in the classroom  

 
 

SINGLE FINAL ASSESSMENT 

This system of evaluation consist on a unique evaluating activity (an oral exam= 100% ). The 
student will report to the professor this option in the first two weeks once classes begin 
according to the academic calendar.  
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6. CRONOGRAMA. CURSO ACADÉMICO 2019-2020 PRIMER SEMESTRE 
Indíquense: a) sesiones teóricas en grupo grande y temas b) sesiones prácticas en mediano c) fechas de entrega de actividades y examen. 

 
WEEKS 

 
DATE 

 
DAY OF THE WEEK WITH TEACHING CLASSES 

 
DAY OF THE WEEK WITH PRACTICAL CLASSES 

 
 

Date Big group nº H Date Big group/nº H 
 

1º  week 
October   

01/10 Presentation  

2ª week 
October 

06/10 Theme 1       08/10 
Theme 1 

 
Analyzing levels of e-governance 

 

3ª week 
October 

13/10 
Theme 1        

 
15/10 

Theme 1 
Presentation E-government   

4ª week 
October 

20/10 
Theme 1 

Analysing global civil society  
22/10 Theme 1 

 

5ª week 
October 

27/10 
Theme 2 

Getting to know 
29/10 

 
Theme 2 

How  my country shapes participation  
 

6ª week 
November 

03/11 
Theme 3 

Modes of Sociap Participation   
 

05/11 
Theme 3 

Presentation  
 

7ª week 
November 

10/11 
Theme 3 

Presentation How my country shapes 
12/11 

Theme 3 
Call me crazy stupid girl   
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participation  

8ª week 
November 

17/11 
Theme 3  

Every day Rebellion  
 

19/11 
Theme 3 

Everyday rebellion   

9ª week 
November 

24/11 
Theme 3  

 
26/11 

Theme 4 
 

 

10ª week 
December 

01/12       No class  03/12 Theme 4 
 

11ª week 
December 

08/12 “The successful case” 10/12 Doubts for the exam  

12ª week 
December 

15/12 Exam   17/12   

13ª week 
December 

22/12  
 

 
 

14ª week 
January 

12/01   
 
 

 

15ª week 
January  
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APPENDIX II 

 
 ADDENDUM MODEL TO THE TEACHING GUIDE FOR THE ADAPTATION TO A 

AND B LEARNING SCENARIOS FOR COURSE 2020-21  

DEGREE IN SOCIAL WORK  

Course: SOCIAL PARTICIPATION AND NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  

Year course:  2020-2021 Semester FIRST 

SCENARIO A 

 
Syllabus Adaptation to online learning  

 

The scenario A is a semi face-to-face teaching and academic activity as a 
consequence of the application of sanitary measures of interpersonal distancing 
that limit the audience capacity allowed in classrooms.  
In this scenario A the subject of Social Participation and New Social Movements is 
adapted keeping the same prerequisites, objectives and evaluation system indicated 
in the ordinary course guide. 

 
Adaptation of training activities and teaching mehodologies  

 

In this scenario A, the large group face-to-face sessions in the classroom are 
replaced by online sessions within the Moodle platform, using videoconferencing 
and other resources available. However, in the case of Social Participation and New 
Social Movements the number of students is usually a small group of students. 
Therefore, once the registration of students is finished, students will be informed 
how the large group session will be held.  
The small face-to-face group sessions are held. The following table shows the 
changes that this adaptation implies. 

Teaching activities  Online/face to 
face 

Description of teaching methodology 

Theoretical activities 
about syllabus 
content (big groups) 

Online 

Theoretical classes given by 
videoconference using preferably 
Zoom, although other apps could be 
used. 

Teaching activities 
about practical 
contents of the 
syllabus 
(small groups) 

Face to face 

In person sessions about the practical 
contents of the course 

Assesment activities  
Face to face 

Written exam, practical activities’ 
delivery, group presentation… 

 
 

Adjustment of evaluation systems 

 
Adapting to this scenario does not imply changes in the evaluation system. The 
assessment tests and the percentage of each of them over the total grade do not 
change. Only the format some of the activities change to online format as it is 
shown in the following table.  
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CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 

Assessment 
activity 

Method (in person/ 
online synchronous 
or asynchronous  

Description Percentage 
(%) 

Final exam Online Multiple choice test   40 

“Analyzing global 
civil society” 

Face to Face 
Collaborative work  

20 

“How my country 
shapes 
participation 

Face to Face  
Collaborative work   

20 

“The successful 
case”    

Face to Face  
Oral presentation 

/defense 10 

Class Participation  Face to Face   10 

SINGLE FINAL ASSESSMENT 

Oral exam          Online  Open questions 100 

 
 

SCENARIO B 

Syllabus adaptation to online learning 

In this scenario B the subject of Social Participation and New Social Movements is 
adapted to online learning keeping the same prerequisites, objectives and 
evaluation system indicated in the ordinary course guide. 

Adaptation of training activities and teaching methodologies 

The adaptation of teaching to the online scenario B will only imply changes in the 
format of the training activities, replacing the face-to-face sessions of large and 
small groups in the classroom with online sessions throughout the use of the 
Moodle platform, using videoconferencing and other resources available, as shown 
in the following table. 
 

Teaching activities  Online/in person Description of teaching methodology 

Theoretical activities 
about syllabus 
content (large 
groups) 

Online 

Theoretical classes given by 
videoconference using Zoom, Teams, 
Adobe Connect… 

Teaching activities 
about practical 
contents of the 
syllabus 
(small groups) 

Online  

Sessions about the practical contents 
of the course 

Assessment 
activities  

Online 
Written exam, oral exam, essay 
delivery, group presentation… 

 

Adjustment of evaluation systems 

 
The evaluation system in this scenario involves changing the format of the 
evaluation tests, passing 100% to the online format (synchronous or asynchronous), 
as shown in the following table. The weight of each test in the student's final grade 
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does not vary from that proposed in the face-to-face scenario. 
 

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 

Assesment 
activity 

Method (in 
person/ online 
synchronous or 
asynchronous  

Description Percentage 
(%) 

Final exam Online Multiple choice  test   40 

“Analyzing global 
civil society” 

Online 
Online collaborative work 

20 

“How my country 
shapes 
participation 

Online Online collaborative work 

20 

“The successful 
case”    

Online Videoconference oral 

presentation /defense 10 

Class Participation  Online  10 

SINGLE FINAL ASSESSMENT 

Oral exam Online Open questions  100 
 

 

 

 


