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selkirk avenue 

 

1 

 

thrush 

 

girl walks up 

selkirk avenue 

head down 

body huddled 

into herself  

shakes with winter 

squeezes 

her arms around 

an oversized  

grey sweater  

as if she could  

hide and not feel 

the cold 
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2 

 

robin 

 

girl stands on 

selkirk avenue 

head down 

her body cries 

like a baby alone 

paces 

a round circle way 

too young body squeezed  

into too tight clothing 

breathes out  

with her whole chest  

puffed out bright  

and red 

as if she’s  

beautiful  

as if she’s  

proud 
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3 

 

hummingbird 

 

girl drives down 

selkirk avenue 

looks forward  

as if she doesn’t 

look at all of them 

they won’t be there 

doors locked  

too loud music  

drowns all the voices  

outside 

like her windows 

are tv screens 

and the other girls  

on the street 

are just a show 
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go 

 

one evening 

her eyes  

will gaze up  

into the pink 

of a darkening sky 

and she will 

raise her arms  

like a lark 

to the wind while 

the trees wave 

her on 

 

and she will just 

let go 
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