4LT%®ning Tourism.
W(iilmaking Journal



Editorial Team

Editor in Chief

Alfonso Vargas-Sanchez, University of Huelva, Spain

Associate Editor

T.C. Huan, National Chiayi University, Taiwan

Books Review Editor

Brendan Paddison, York St. John University, United Kingdom

Secretariat

Elena Garcia de Soto, University of Huelva, Spain

Cinta Borrero-Dominguez, University of Huelva, Spain

Style reviewer and text editor

Anestis Fotiadis, I-SHOU University, Taiwan, Province of China

Editorial Board

José Manuel Alcaraz, Murdoch University, Australia
Mario Castellanos-Verdugo, University of Seville, Spain
José Antonio Fraiz-Brea, University of Vigo, Spain

José Manuel Hernandez-Mogolldn, University of
Extremadura, Spain

Shaul Krakover, Ben Gurion University, Israel

Jean Pierre Levy-Mangin, University of Quebec, Canada
Tomas Lépez-Guzmadn, University of Cordoba, Spain
Yasuo Ohe, Chiba University, Japdn

Mirko Perano, University of Salerno, Italy

Maria de los Angeles Plaza-Mejia, University of Huelva, Spain
Nuria Porras-Bueno, University of Huelva, Spain

Jodo Albino Silva, Algarve University, Portugal

Advisory Board (Spanish Members)

César Camison-Zornoza, Uniersity of Valencia, Spain

Enrique Claver-Cortés, University of Alicante, Spain

Maria Teresa Fernandez-Alles, University of Cadiz, Spain
José Luis Galan-Gonzalez, University of Seville, Spain

Félix Grande-Torraleja, University of Jaén, Espafia

Antonio Leal-Millan, University of Seville, Spain

Inmaculada Martin-Rojo, University of Malaga, Spain
Antonio Manuel Martinez-Lépez, University of Huelva, Spain
Francisco José Martinez-Lépez, University of Huelva, Rector,
Spain

Pablo A. Muioz-Gallego, University of Salamanca, Spain

Francisco Riquel-Ligero, University of Huelva, Spain

José Miguel Rodriguez-Antdn, Autonomous University of
Madrid, Spain

Sandra Sanchez-Caiiizares, University of Cordoba, Spain
Josep Francesc Valls-Giménez, ESADE, Spain

Advisory Board (Other European
Members)

Paulo Aguas, University of Algarve, Portugal

Gustavo Barresi, University of Messina, Italy

Carlos Costa, Aveiro University, Portugal

Salvatore Esposito de Falco, University of Rome “La
Sapienza", Italy

Sheila Flanagan, Dublin Institute of Technology, Ireland
Tania Gorcheva, Tsenov Academy of Economics, Bulgaria
Tadeja Jere-Lazanski, University of Primorska, Slovenia
Metin Kozak, Mugla University, Turkey

Alvaro Matias, Lusiada University, Portugal

Alfonso Morvillo, National Research Council, Italy
Alexandru Nedelea, Stafan cel Mare University of
Suceava, Romania

Claudio Nigro, University of Foggia, Italy

Angelo Presenza, University "G. D'Annunzio" of Chieti-
Pescara, Italy

Kanes Rajah, Royal Agricultural University, United Kingdom

Advisory Board (Members from the rest
of the world)

John Allee, American University of Sharjah, United Arab
Emirates
Nestor Pedro Braidot, National University of La Plata,

Argentina
Roberto Elias Canese, Columbia University, Rector,

Paraguay

Luca Casali, Queensland University of Technology, Australia
Nimit Chowdhary, Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel
Management, India

Steven Chung-chi Wu, National Pingtung University of

Science and Technology, Taiwan

Dianne Dredge, Southern Cross University, Australia Daniel
Fesenmaier, Temple University, United States

Babu George, Alaska Pacific University, United States
Dogan Gursoy, Washington State University, United States
Jafar Jafari, University of Wisconsin-Stout, United States
Sanggun Lee, Pai Chai University, Korea Republic of

Albert Yeh Shangpao, I-SHOU University, Taiwdn

Pauline Sheldon, University of Hawaii, United States

German A. Sierra-Anaya, University of Cartagena de Indias,

Rector, Colombia
Xiaohua Yang, University of San Francisco, United States



javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/6')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/7')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/8')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/9')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/10')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/52')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/17')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/18')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/23')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/20')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/19')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/29')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/34')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/26')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/31')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/32')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/33')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/62')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/28')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/24')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/68')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/25')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/30')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/69')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/79')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/145')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/39')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/40')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/37')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/36')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/35')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/64')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/38')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/41')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/82')
javascript:openRTWindow('http://www.uhu.es/publicaciones/ojs/index.php/et/about/editorialTeamBio/43')

Enlightening Tourism.
A Pathmaking Journal

&

BOOK REVIEW:

Issues in Cultural Tourism Studies,
by Melanie K. Smith
Third Edition (2016), edited by Routledge, New York.
ISBN: 978-1-315-76769-7, 288 pp.

Ana M2 Dominguez-Quintero
University of Seville (Spain)

anadg@us.es

The third edition of Issues in Cultural Studies by Melanie K. Smith is a valuable
handbook for the theoretical and practical study and analysis of cultural tourism. The
multidisciplinary approach of the text allows the reader to obtain a broad and
comprehensive understanding of the complexity of the topics discussed and
promotes reflection and debate. The book contains eleven chapters, each dedicated
to either a specific topic of a special interest related to cultural tourism or the study of
a segment or sub-type of cultural tourism.

The first chapter includes definitions, concepts and perspectives necessary for
understanding the rest of the book. After reviewing the different authors” definitions of
cultural tourism, Smith proposes the following (page 17):

“Cultural tourism: passive, active and interactive engagement with heritage, arts
and culture(s) of communities, whereby the visitor gains new experiences of
educational, creative, and/or entertaining nature.”

In addition to the general concept, the author analyses other concepts related to

sub-sector typologies of cultural tourism.
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The second chapter addresses a new topic not considered in the second edition of
the book. Here, the author analyses the different factors that motivate cultural tourists
and the difficulties encountered when trying to classify this type of tourist. The author
rightly highlights that the majority of tourists are not motivated solely by their desire to
have an experience related to another culture, but are also motivated by the desire to
relax and have fun. Most tourists combine both types of activities and this makes it
even more difficult to profile tourists and determine their main motivation.

The third chapter focuses on the geography of cultural tourism and how this type
of tourism, which used to be almost exclusive to Western countries, has now been
extended to the rest of the world. In line with this evolution, the author highlights how
(p.54) "the World Heritage List has become better geographically distributed
throughout the world." The chapter provides a summary of the great cultural diversity
which exists across a large number of regions and countries throughout the world.

The fourth chapter analyses different policies on cultural tourism. Although the
author rejects generalisations, she makes an effort to group the different regions
according to their histories or similar characteristics. She explores the results of
policies adopted in post-colonial and socialist countries, as well as countries with
indigenous peoples. This chapter also briefly considers the relationship between
globalisation and tourism. Smith concludes that (p.98), "despite the process of
globalization, many destinations are unique precisely because of local historical and
cultural processes".

The fifth chapter provides a summary of a number of controversial issues related
to heritage, tourism and museums. The author examines how cultural tourism and
the interpretation and representation of heritage may or may not favour societal
development.

The sixth chapter is dedicated to indigenous cultural tourism. The author defines
this sub-type of cultural tourism and explains what is meant by the term indigenous
peoples. Smith addresses the debate over the drawbacks and benefits derived from
this type of tourism. On the one hand, negative consequences of this type of tourism
include the gradual erosion of social fabric, acculturation and the irreversible
destruction of natural habitats. However, on the other hand, cultural tourism can
serve as an instrument to conserve and revitalise local customs and improve the

social and economic welfare of indigenous communities.
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The seventh chapter focuses on a new theme not addressed in the previous
edition of this book. Here, the author draws attention to the study of the creation and
development of one of the newest sub-types of cultural tourism: ethnic and minority
tourism. The author makes a comparison between this type of cultural tourism and
indigenous cultural tourism. Table 7.1 (p.148) shows the fundamental differences
between these two sub-types of cultural tourism. The chapter demonstrates the
complexity and variety of ethnic and minority cultural tourism and some of its
accompanying problems.

The eighth chapter is concerned with the relationship between arts, festivals and
cultural tourism. Smith points out that although the relationship between arts and
tourism has not always been good, is has been shown that collaboration can be
mutually beneficial, particularly for the local community.

The ninth chapter is dedicated to the study of creative tourism. According to the
author, this type of tourism has come into being in order to respond to tourists” desire
to live more authentic and more active experiences where interaction with the
destination and its local people predominates.

Chapter Ten is concerned with tourist experience and authenticity. Here, the
author highlights tourists” growing interest in interacting with their destinations and
enjoying experiential activities (p 211 and 211). The author describes the concept of
the experience economy proposed by Pine and Gilmore (1998) and offers a
summary of the varied definitions of the concept of authenticity by different authors.
In addition, Smith compares the concepts of the cultural tourist, the post-tourist and
the new leisure tourist (p.220). Smith very aptly writes that "the quest for authenticity
seems to be one of the main differences between cultural tourists and the others. ...
This is particularly significant to the experience economy, as explored by Pine and
Gilmore (2007)".

The eleventh and final chapter of this book addresses the recent problem of the
sustainability of cultural tourism. Smith reveals the controversy that has arisen in this
subject. On the one hand the data suggests that cultural tourism has no limit in its
numbers, so that every year the number of visitors and the income they bring
increases, but on the other hand, recent studies demand that the development of
cultural tourism be made in a sustainable way, so that the use of resources does not
compromise their use by future generations. The author analyses the characteristics

of sustainable development as well as the impact of cultural tourism today.
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In summary, this book is a very complete and interesting manual for people
interested in deepening their understanding and study of issues related to cultural
tourism. Its value lies in its multidisciplinary approach, both theoretically and
practically, and in the excellent presentation and exposition of the contents. In each
of the chapters, the theoretical contents are always accompanied by several practical
examples that induce reflection and dialogue on the issue. The author ends each
chapter by proposing questions for consideration and discussion, and suggesting
readings related to the topic discussed, which readers may find stimulating and

interesting.
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